586

the Bill was presented at such a late stage
seeing that the agreement was entered into
over iwo years ago. It may be late to bring
down the ratifying Bill, but hetter late than
never. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hen. W. Carrell, debate ad-
journed.

MOTTON—WATER SUPPLY DEPART-
MENT BY-LAW,

To disatlow.

Debate resumed from the 25th September
on the following motion by Hon. A. Lovekin—

That by-low 132 (4a) made under the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Aect, 1903, be and is hereby dis-
allowed,

Hon. W, CARROLL (East) [5.55]: From
the debate which has taken place on this
motion L have gathered that under the by-law
in question trading concerns pay 1s. 6d. per
thousand gallona for excess water used by
them, while sporting bodies are asked to pay
1s. I enter iny emphatic protest against that.
The House should pause before it endorses a
principle of that kind. It has frequently
been said of Australians, and partieularly
Western Australian, that we are a nation of
sports, We have resented that, but if we
permit this condition of things to continue,
by which we allow sporting bodies to get
water at a cheaper rate than that at which
it is sold to industrial concerns, we shall be
acknowledging the fact that we admit sport
to be of pgreater importance than industry.
I gympathise with the Minister in the state-
ment he made that the department cannot
afford to reduce the price of water required
by industries because of the loss that would
follow.

The Minister for
shortage of water.

Hon, W, CARROLL: At the same time the
Minister did not suggest the obvious way of
getting over the difficulty, namely, by in-
ereasing the charge to the sporting bodies to
the level of that imposed on the various in-
dustrial conecerns.

The Minister for Education:
disallowed by this House.

Hgn, W, CARROLL: Then we should un-
do what was done foolishly on a previous
occasion. Jt is not a question of the amount
of money invelved, it is the prineiple that we
must eonsider. 1 object maost strenuously to
the procedure on account of my intimate ae-
quaintance with the shortapge of water that
took plaece in the agricultural areas last sum-
mer, when the people engaged in farming
operations were compelled to pay 25s. per
thousand gallons for water at the various
sidings. At that time the head of the Gov-
ernment told us that if the agrigulturiats paid
what the water aetually cost to take to the
variovs sidings, the charge wowld be 37s. On

Education: And the

That was
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the face of that we apparently agree to per-
mit sporting bodies in the metropolitan area
to have the use of water at lIs, a thousand
gallons, and this too, remembering that it is
already being retailed at a loss. I should
like to read a line or two from the remarks
of His Excellency the Governor Genmeral, as
reported in the ‘‘ West Australian’? to-day—
It is a truism to say that the future of
this great State depends mainly upon prim-
ary industries, . . , If that be true, surely
we ought to do what we can to see that
those engaged in primary industries are
assisted in every possible way.
T agree that this by-law should be repealed,
but T do so on grounds that are utterly op-
posed to those advanced by the mover of thig
motion. If the Goverament and this House
were doing the right thingz in the eireum-
stances they would inercase the cost of water
to sporting bodies to at least the amount
charged to industrial enterprises. In my view
the sporting bodies should pay even more.
This would be a step in the right direction,
and would assist the Government to raise that
money which the Minister says is now being
lost on the service.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Maefarlane, de-
bate adjourned.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Insrection of Secaffolding.
2, Supply (No. 2), £1,050,000
Received from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 6.5 pm.
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QUESTION—-ARBITRATION COQURT,
PRESIDENT,

Mr. CORBOY asked the Premier: 1, Is it
@ faet that Mr, .Iustice Draper has been re-
lieved from the pesition of President of the
Arbitration Court? 2, If so, whom do the
Government intend appointing to the posi-
fion? 3, In what part of the State, and on
what court business, is it intended to employ
Mr, Justice Draper?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, 2, Owing
to the contempluted temporary absence of the
President, arrangements have been made be-
tween the Judges of the Supreme Court for
Hon, Mr. Justice Northmore to aet, and Hon.
Mr. Justice Northmore has been so nominated
by the Governor for the period of Hon. Mr.
Justice Draper’s absence. 3, Hon. Mr. Jus-
tiee Draper will preside at a murder case at
Broome,

QUESTION—PERTH-ARMADALE ROAD.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN, for Mr. A. Thomson,
asked the Minister for Works: 1, How much
nioney are the Government paying to various
local autliorities towards the eonstruction of
the Perth-Armadale road? 2, Is he satisfied
that the present method of construction is
correet? 3, Ts the road being constructed
under Government supervision? 4, Is he
aware that the present road is dangerous to
travellers? 5, Will he use his influenee with local
authorities to give the travelling publie better
facilities for negotinting the present danger-
ous highway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
£10,000. 2, Yes. 3, Yes. 4, Ng, but the
read must necessarily be had while under re-
construction, 5, Yes.

QUESTION—TINCOME TAX LITIGATION.
Definition of ‘‘Prospector.’’

M, LATHAM, for Mr. Underwood, asked
the Premier: 1, Does he consider that the de-
eision given by Mr. Justice Starke, of the
Federal High Court, on the appeal of Thom-
son agninst the decision of the Federal Com-
missioner of Taxation, is binding on the State
Commissioner of Taxation, and that, in eon-
sequenee, Thomeon is lable for State ineome
tax hy reason of his not being a ‘‘prospee-
tor,’’ as defined in Subsection (5) of Section
15 of the Land and Tncome Tax Assessment
Aet, 1907t 2, If so, will the Government bring
in an amending Bill in order to define more
¢learly the intention of this Parliament when
it passed the amendment Act of last year
dealing with this subjeet?

The PREMIFER replied: 1. Yes. 2, the
Crown Law Department is being asked to
advise uwpon the matter,

QUESTION—RATLWAY INSTITUTE,
NARROGIN.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, In view of the importance of

Vo
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Nurrogin as a railway centre, have the Rail-
way Department considered the desirability
of establishing a railway institute at Narre-
gin! 2, If so, when wil) this necessary work
be proceeded with?

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, As soon as the necessary
funds are available,

QUESTION—RAILWAY DINING CARS.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What was the profit or loss made
on the dining ears—(a) between Northam and
Perth, (b) between York aud Perth, for the
last year's operations by the Railway Depart-
ment? 2, What is the amaunt of the tender
for each of these sections for the year ending
30th June, 19242 3, Is there any supervision
over the quality of food supplied by the con-
tractor?

The MINISTER FPOR RAILWAYS ro-
plied: 1, (a) Loss, £735; (b) loss, £771. Ex-
clusive of cost of running and of interest on
eapital cost of cars. 2, Perth-Northam, £1,040;
Perth-York, £400. 3, Yes

QUESTION —BRUCE ROCK POST OFFICE,
ARCHITECT.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the name of the architect
who designed the post office at Bruce Rock?
2, Was he a State or a Commonwealth officer?
3, Was he responsible for tie roof put on the
ahove-mentioned building?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
The design is standard type issued hy the
Commonwealth Werks Department. 2, Com-
monwealth clficer. 3, He was responsible for
the type of roof. The work was carried out
under the supervision of the State Public
Works Department, which is not responsible
for the design.

QUESTION—LIQUOR TRAFFIC.
Hon. IT. Walker's Report.

AMr. J. H, SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
What amount of cash, and what allowances
or concessions, did the Government pay or
grant to the member for Kanowna in eon-
neetion with his recent visit to Americat
2, Did the Government pay any moncy to
the member for Kanowna for his report in
connection with such wvisit? Tf so, what
amount? 3, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to print the report of the member
for Kanowna's visit to America? Tf so,
what is the estimated cost of doing this
and what number of copies iz it proposed
to print? *

The PREMTER replicd: 1 and 2, £200 jn
cash. 3, Yes; the report sets out the position
fairly and fornishes arguments both for and
apainst prohibition. Estimated cost for 300
vopies without appendices £30.
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QUESTION — BAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, PIAWANING NORTEWARDS.

Lieut.-Col. DENTON asked the Premier:
When is it proposed to commence the con-
struction of the Piawaning Northwards
railway, already authorisedy : :

The PREMIER replied: Contract draw-
ings and specifications will be ready for
calling tenders about ldth OQctober, but the
Engineer-in-Chief does not consider ‘it
advisable to call for tenders until the neces-
sary supply of rails is available. Tenders
for rails will be ealled next weck, and on
the result a date for tenders for construction
will bo fixed,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £1,030,000.
Stending Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER nud TREASURER (Hon,
Sir James Mitchell—Northam) [4.417: I
nove—

That so much of the Stunding Orders be
suspended as 43 necessary io enable resolu-
tions from the Committees of Supply and
of Ways and Mcans te be reported and
adopted on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Committees, and
a'se the paszing of a Supply BUL through
all its stages in one day.

Question put aund passed.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the Bill.

Committee of Supply.

The Houge having resolved into Committee
of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell) :
I move—

That there be granied to His Majesty
on account of the service of the year end-
ing the 30th June, 1924, a suin not ¢xcced-
ing £1,050,000.

Question put and passed
Resolution reported and the report adopted.

Commillee of Ways and Means.

The House having resolved into Committee
of Ways and Means, Mr, Stubbs in the Chair,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell) :
T move—

That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty on account of the
service of the year ending the 30th June,
1924, there be granted out of Consoliduied
Revenue Fund the sum of £680,000, and
from mongys 1o credit of the General Loan
Fynd £550,000, and from moneys to credit
of the Government Property Sales Fund
£18,000, and from moncys to credit of the
Land Improvement Loun Fund £8,000.
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Question put und passed.
Resolution reported and the veport adopted.

First Reading.
Rill introduced, and read a first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hou. Sir Tames Mitchell) :
The Estimates are now before the House. 1
am asking for two months’ supply. I
move—

That the Bill be now rgad a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

emaining Stages.

Bill passed through remaining stages with-
out debate, and transmitted to the Council.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Agriculture,
and read a first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, two weeks leave
of absence granted to Mr. C. C. Maley
(Irwin) on the ground of urgent private busi-
ness.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION—CAPT.
CARTER AND MR. CHESSON.

Capt. CARTER: T desire to make a per-
sonal explanation and to apologise to the
member for CGue (Mr. Chesson) for having
miscoustrued his remarks yesterday. I regret
that my conception of hig words led me to
suggest to the House that he had imputed
improper motives to the Government. I make
this explanation in the hope that the hon.
member will overlook my mistake.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-1924,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 25th September; Mr, Stubbs
in the Chair,

Department of Colonial Treasurer (Hom.
Sir James Mitchell, Minister):

Vote—Tazation, £13,473:

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison} [4.54]: 1
endorse the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition as to the appointment of a State
Commissioner of Taxation.

The Premier: 1 explained that the Fed-
eral Deputy Commissioner is on six months’
leave.

Mr. MARSHALL: But while the BState
Commissioner hag heen acting Federal Deputy
Commissioner lie-has wrongfully imposed bur-
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dens on the taxpayers. I should like to knoiw
from the Premier what he proposes to do in
this matter,  The State Commissioner evi-
dently becomes a jaw univ himself,

Tle Premier: XNo, no!

Mr. Mann: He interprets the law.

Mr. MARSHALL: He becomes a law vnto
himself, Bills passed in this House and for-
warded to the State Commissioner are inter-
preted by him in a manner quite opposed to
the intention of Parliament.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Give an instance.

Mr. MARSHALL: I could mention several.
One instance was before the court recently.
1 know of others. The State Commissioner
has broken away from the intentions of Par-
Liament and placed his own interpretation
upon the law. It is not uncommon for him
to challenge the accuracy of taxpayers’ re-
turns.

The Minister for Works:
ness,

Mr. MARSHALL: And he even goes to
the trouble of compiling new returns for tax-
payers and assessing them upon the reviged
amounts. One man, a struggling pastoralist,
put in his retorn and received from the Com-
missioner an intimation that because the
price of wool had heen quoted at a certain
figure on a given date, the return made was
incorreet, and the taxpayer would be taxed
on a much higher amount.

Mr. Money: That has been done generally.

Mr., MARSHALL: The Commissioner can
impose n penalty upon anybody furnishing a
false return. However, he does not do that.
He tells the taxpayer, “*1 do not care what
you may have put in. I say vou have had
s0 much ineome, and on that you shall pay.’’
I do not know where we are going to end.
Unfortunately for the wage earners, they
have no chance to cvade the law, bhecanse
the employers have to furnish to the
State Commissioner of Taxation the amount
earned by the employees.  Consequently
the Commissioner has the wage earners fairly
tied up. I am not protesting against that.
I am eondemning the Commissioner for drift-
ing away from the authority he is given under
the Aect. If the intention of Parliament is
going to be ignored by a departmental officer,
we may just as well close up this legislative
hall. I am inclined to blame the Treasurer
as much as the Commissioner of Taxation,
hecause the Premier is in a hetter position to
take the respensibility. T do not know what
is going to happen with regard to the ex-
penses of members. My taxation payment is
still in suspense. I referred the matter back
to the Commissioner in the hope of getting
what Parliament intended 1 should be al-
lowed. No end of blunders are being made
at the Taxation Department, T heard a man
deseribe the cffice of the department as a
rabbit-warren, where there was a host of
officials tumbling over cach other.

The Premier: All working.

AMr. MARSHALL: I de not say ther were
not working, but I do contend that the ad-

That is his busi-
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ministration of our taxation laws is bad, and
that the Commissioner is iesponsible. What
will happen to the wining industry if glar-
ing cases like that in which the member for
Claremont is interested, are to be permitied
to continue? That was an instance of the
Commissioner #Houting the wishes of Par-
liament. Having listened carefully to the
debates last session, I have not forgotten the
degire of Parliament; there was no doubt

about it.

The Premier: Aak the member for Kan-
owna. .

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 am not pgoing to

question him on the point, becanse I know
what this House intended when dealing with
the Assessment Act. Unless the Commissioner
curbs his autocratic attitude he will make
& vast difference to mining m the State. I be-
lieve it was the Federal Aet that was inter-
preted by the High Court the other day, but
the State wmust do justice to the individual
and seec that he gets what Purlinment in-
tended. The Taxzation Department must not
indulge in a policy of robbery; at least dn
syme oeeasions taxpayers must be given the
benefit of tbe doubt. The Premier cannot
quote one instance to show that the Commis-
sioner has correctly interpreted the section -in
the Act which permits the taxpayer to get
the henefit of the doubt. TIf an iniquitous
decision such as that given in the ease of the
member for Clarement is going te be per-
mitted to stand as a fair interpretation ,of
the intentions of Parliament, then the mining
industry will indeed suifer; no ome will be
willing to come forward to assist in the work
of prospecting. I center a protest against the
decision recently given, and appeal to the Pre-
mier to see that at least the State does not
follow in the wake of the Federal Parliament.
T do not know whether the Premier will sop-
purt the Commissioner, but while I know that
the Premier is liberal where he himself is
coneerned, T know that he is not too kind
when it comes to extending liberality towards
anyonc elsc.

The Premier: That is not fair.

Mr. MARSHALL:  TUnless the Premier
declares that he will restrain the Commis-
sioner of Taxation in the directions I have
sugrested, 1 repeat that mining will pet a
serious set back. T hope that the appoin-
ment of a State Commissioner of Taxation
will receive tmmediote attention. I assure
the House that if what has been going on in
the Taxation Department is permitted to con-
tinue, T shall make a beastly noise about it in
this Chamber.

The PREMIER: (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) [510}: Refercnce has heen
maide to the intentions of Parliament being
disclosed during the discussion on a measure.
Actually the intention of Parliament is con-
tained in an Aect when it is passed. There
is a lot of discussion arcund a proposal, but
an Act is what governs the sitnation, Regard-
ing prospectors, I am certain that the in-
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tention of Parliament was that a prospector
meant a man who actually found a mine.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The first man, not the
second or the third man.

The PREMIER: Yes. The intention was

that the genuine prospector should mnot be.

taxed. At any rate, I am referring the
matter to the Crown Law Department for
their interpretation. I do not know whether
the proposals that are likely to be made by
the Federal Government will be acceptable to
this House. In a short time we shall know
what they are.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [5.12]: L
had intended to suggest that we should wipe
out taxation on the production of gold as has
been suggested in the Federal Parliament, on
account of what the industry had to hear
during the years of the war, and on account
of the high cost of production. Regarding
the High Court easc to which reference has
heen made, I do not blame the Commissioner.
The decision was that of the High Court. The
Minister submitted an amendment to this
House, and it was accepted as being saifi-
eient and complete.  We nwturally thouaht
that the Crown Law Departinent, knowing tle
wishes of Parliament and of the mining com-
munity, would carry out the desive of the
Minigter, and suggested an nmwendment that
would meet the case. I do uot know whether
that amendment does not meet the case.

The Premier: T do not know.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: The guestion upon
which the member for Clarcmont (Mr. J.
Thomson) appealed is merely on the interpre-
tation of the law as to whether he is a pro-
apector or not. I do not know whether the
amendment we passed does not provide that
the original prospector is exempt from tax-
ation even if he showed a profit. In the
case of the member for Claremont, the
High Court leld that he was not the orig-
inal prospector, and that he came along
after someone else had been there.

The Tremier: We only exempted the
prospector.

Hon. M! . TROY: Yes, we only intended
that by the amendment. We said that the
person who sold the property sould be
taxed.

The Premier: That is so.

Hen. M. F. TROY: The High Court held
that someone else had found the iron de-
posit, and that the member for Claremont
had reaped a profit as the result of that
other person’s discovery.

The Premier: I am not talking about his
case,

Hon. M. F. TROY: DBut the point has
been raised. It has never been held that the
original prospector is subjeet to taxation,
Tt has been held that a certain person is
not a bona fide prospector hecause he reaps
an advantage after the discovery has hecen
made by some¢ other person before him.

The Premier: Tt was intended to cover
the man who backed the prospecior before
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the discovery but not after-

wards.

Hon. M. F. TROY: When the prospector,
or the person who backed him, sold to
someone else and that someone else sold
at a profit, the latter party must be taxed.

The Premier: That 45 so.

was made,

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [5.17]: 1 protest
against the interpretation placed by the
Commissioner of Taxation on the Income
Tax Assessment Acet passed last session.
It is practically a quibble of words on the
part of the State Commissioner. When
the Bill went through last session we un-
derstood that members in the metropolitan
area would be allowed £50 for expenses
and those in the country £100. It is impos-
sible for any one of us to keep an accurate
account of our expenses whilst travelling
through the State. If the State Commis-
sioner is sent to the other States, he is al-
lowed reasonable expenses, which I believe
amount to a guinea or two a day. All we
ask is that in the country districts we
should be allowed £100 for expenses, as we
understood would be allowed under the Bill.
Because we are not in a posltwn to show
our expenses in tabulated form, the Com-
missioner queries them and disallows them.
It is time this House took up a stand in
regard to Acts of Parliament, There was
a meeting between the two Houses and
managers were appointed, When the man-
agers reported to the House, we were given
to understand that the allowances would be
#s I have stated, We fill in our returns,
but we find that this amount is disallowed
in the assesament. If we are going to sub-
mit to the interprefation placed upon Acts
of Parliament by the Commissioner with-
out protest, it is time we shut up shop.
We should all protest against the high-
handed action of the Commissioner in tak-
ing up this stand agains{ the wishes of
Parliament.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury [5.20]: Section
49 of the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Act says—

Any person sought to be charged with
taxation may, within 30 days after the
notice of assessment for land or income
tax. or of any altered, corrected, or ad-
ditional assessment, has been given, ap-
peal thcrefrom to the Court of Review,
upon the ground that he is not liable for
the tax, or for any part thereof, or that
the amount of such assessment ia exces-
sive.

There have heen many cases where the assess-
ments of the Commissioners have been im-
proper, What 43 ratber detrimental to the
one appealing is the faet that the notices
have to be in such form, and such steps
have to be taken, as prescribed by the reg-
ulations. If he fails to proceed according
to the regulations the appeal is out of order.
T supgest that in case there is any amend-
ment of the Act, and I believe there is an
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amendment of the Land and Income Tax
Act to be brought forward this session—

The Premier: Yes.

Mr, MOXNEY: — thon will be the time
to do semething to safeguard the rights of
the appellant. I know of a ease in which
2 tax was appealed from. XNotice of appeal
was given to the State Commissioner and
the Federal Commissioner, The appellant
was kept waiting for some considerabls
time. With the notice of appeal was a
letter to this effect—

We believe (we have no copy of the
regulations), that the notice is in order,
but if you degire any other formality or
techmicality, please give nus notice at once
if there is anything further required to
te make the appeal righe,

An acknowledgment from the Commission-
-ar was not sent for some considerable time.
The acknowledgment stated that the appeal
in connpection with the State was correct,
but the nofice in connection with the Fed.
eral authorities was incorrect. In other
words, they accepted the appeal in the one
case but not in the other, When the time
comes for amending the Act, it should be
clearly stated om the back of the assess-
ment the full right of the one assessed to
appeal. The section of the Aect to which
I have referred does not stipulate everything
the appellant has to do, If there is any regu-
lation desired, any particular procedure to be
gone through, or any speecial notice has to be
sent, it should be clearly expressed on the en-
‘dorsement. In conmecetion with the State
taxation there is the right to appeal under
the State Land and Income Tax Assessment
Aect.

Ttem, Commissioner of Taxation, £804:

Mr. A. THOMSON: T understand that the
State Commissigner is now acting on behalf
of the Commonwealth Government. Ts he
‘being paid by the Commonwealth?

The Premier: Yes.

Ttem, Clerks, Temporary (Re revaluation of
land), £480:

Hon. F. T. BROUN: What are the duties
of these officers? Some time ago officers made
a revaluation of the land cast and west of
the goldficlds railway and along the Great
Southern. A revaluation should not be neees-
sary, secing that returns are sent in by pro-
perty owners showing what improvements
have been effected from year to vear. Tf a
man does not purchase any more land, or sell
any of his properiy, he does not need to make
out a ful) return, A full refurn i3 required
within a cerlain period of years. Anvone
gsending in these returns must include all im-
provements made during the period. It
would, therefore, be an easy matter for the
office to decide the valuation.

The PREMIER: These are two temporary
officers who are engaged on Agricultoral
Bank and Lands Department searches and
recordls.

891

Item, Amount payable to the Commonwealth
Government for collection of taxes, £12,189:

Mr. A, THOMSON: I move—
That the item be reduced by £1,

I move this as an intimation to the Govern.
ment that, as the assessment nofices for in-
comes have been reduced in number from
39,000 to 19,000, they should ask the Com-
monwealth Government to reduce their charge.
Of course, the Siate Government can get out
of the engagement by giving six months’
notice, There must be a considerable saving
to the Commonwealth hecause of the number
of assessments that have been cut out.

Hon. P. Collier: Can you not trust the
Government to do this without an intimation
to them?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I do trust the Gov-
ernment.

The PREMTER: Tt is by agreement that
this amount is paid. It cost us about £34,000
and costs the Commonwealth Government very
little less than that. We can get oot of the
arrangement by giving notice, but we could
not eolicet the tax for anything like £12,000.
Not only the income tax but other taxes are
collected for us. It is costing within a thous-
anid pounds of what it cost us, for the Com-
monwealth Government to make the collec-
tions. 1 «do not think it is possible to get
the amount reduced, but if it is I shall en-
deavour to do so.

Mr. HUGHES: I support the amendment.
The Premier has peinted out that taxation
collection by the Commonwealth is a matter
of agreement with the State, but that
arrangement was fixed on the basis of
39,000 assessments,

The Premier: If you want that altered, vou
shonldl inform the IJfouse that the Federal
autroritics will tell us that we can do our
awn colleetion and that it will cost us £34,000
to do it.

Mr, HUGIHTES: Tf the Federal Government
took up -that stand and deliver attitude, I
would dissociate myself from them if T were
Premier. 1f there is a saving of £34,000, it
is due to the amalgamation.

Alr. Money: Tt is not actually a saving to
tho people.

Mr. HUGHES: T take it, it is a saving in
administration charges to the State.

The Premier: That is so.

Mr. HUGHES: But that is by reason of
the amalgamation of the two departinents.

The Premier: You argued all that on
Tuesday.

Mr, HUGHES: There is nothing to stop me
arguing it again. If there are 20,000 fewer
assessments to make, so much less labour is
involved on the part of the Federal officials.

The Premier: Well, support the member
for Katanning!

Hon. P. Collier: As a matter of fact, this
point was stressed by the member for East
Perth; it never occurred to the member for
Katanning before that.

Mr. HUGHES: T am prepared to play in
the band if I eannot he the conductor.
Surely the TFederal Government will be rea-
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sonable cnough to review the position. If
they will not listen to reason, I would not
be associated in a partnership with them,

Hon. P. Collier: You would get a divorce,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope the member
for Katanning will withdraw his amend-
ment.

Hon, . Collier: He has not the same confi-
dence in the Government to-day as he had
yesterday.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: It is not a matter
of confidence. Those of us who have inspected
the new General Post Office buildings, must
have noticed the large space allotted to the
Tagation Department.

Hen. P, Collier: They will fill the floor too.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It should make us
careful as to what we say to the Federal au-
thorities or they may inerease the price.

Mr. Tecsdnle: They make take some more
of our departments.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know if
the Premier has considered the matter, but
T think a reduction would be possible in the
cost of colleetion of the land tax if an arrange-
ment were made with the local authorities to
collect the tax for ug. The local authorities
send ont their rate notices every year and it
would ‘only mean ancther line on the motice
to cover the land tax as well. That would
reduce the cost of collection and it wonld also
be bencficial to the taxpayers who would not
have to incur so much expenditure in the
payment of their tax,

Amendment put and negatived.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—I¥orkers’ Homes Board, £12,567:

Mr. McCALLUM  (South Fremantle)
[6.407: Has the Premier any statement
to make regarding the deputation, com-
prising metropolitan memhers of Parlia-
ment, who waited upon him  recently
and aeked that the operations of the Workers’
Homes Board shounld be extended to the met-
ropolitan area? Suggestions were alse made
by the deputation that standard plans should
be prepared for cottages to be crected, and
the use of wood adopted for building pur-
poses, as a means of keeping down the cost
of house construction. The housing problem
is getting more acute every week. Reeently
an inspection was made in the Fremantle dis-
trict and we found that the housing econdi-
‘tions in some cases wero most disgraceful.
We found homes situated in back yards with
their front doors and back doors locking out
towards the hack yards of other premises.
We are developing slums that wili rival those
in the cities of the old world. I do not know
whether it is against the law to allow houses
to be construeted with no immediate approach
to a street. There are rows of houses in Fre-
mantle, situated in back yards without any
outlook upon streets. Under such conditions
little children are being reared. In some of
these places, as many as six in the one family
are living in a wsingle room. Photographs
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were exhibited to the local municipal cound
a week or so ago and thege ineluded one of

house without windows. In some case
three or four families were reporte
ag living in one home. The c¢ongestio

in some of these places is something we car
not be proud of. Sueh conditions should nc
be tolerated either by the local authorities ¢
by the Government. Something should b
done to relieve the position. It was for thi
reason that the deputation made their sug
gestions to the Premier. The idea was ths
the State Sawmills might fix a price at whie
they were prepared to supply materials f¢
the construction of the standard houses. T
day the QGovernment are erecting cottage
throughout the group settlements,

The Premier: I can tell you that I ar
going to do something for the metropolita
area a8 toon as the loeal authorities pass th
plans,

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am indeed pleased 1
hear the Premier make thai statement.

Mr., Hughes: But what sort of houses a
they?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Of course, I shall t
glad to see the plans of the houses. Tt
Premier was good enough to show me th
first plans that were sent ount. If the plar
are anvthing like decent, they will he 2 eot
siderable improvement. The next proble
will be one affecting land. I offer the sy
gegtion to the Premier that it is within b
bounds of possibility -that some arrangemen
with the local governing authorities may |
made for the use of the endewment land
From Subiaco to the coast, we have municip:
cndowment lands and all round Fremanti
there are endowment lands.

The Premier: Would that land be covere
under our amended legislation? There w:
an amendment applying to the University a
dowment land. Perhaps that will cover tl
other position.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Universify can on!
Iease their lands and uoder the Worken
Homes Act advances can be made on leas
hold property. I believe the endowment land
capenot be sold or leased. I do not know whs
is proposed, but if the municipal endowme:
lands can be made use of under conditior
similar to those applying to the Unriversit
endowment lands, we should see to it th:
quarter-acre blocks are provided and thus g
the people away from the congested are:
into the suburbs. This will be far better tha
having thickly populated centres in marro
streets at the port or the eity, tending towar
the development of slum areas. if th
change eould be effected, we would have
healthier community and happier family i
than is possible in congested places at presen
I trust the Premier will look into this matte

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitche
—Northam) [5.45]: A deputation waite
npon me some time ago and I believe a
the metropolitan members were present,
think we might have a plan prepared for
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itandard house, the cost of which would be
~ithin the means of the worker. The
standard house, if accepted, will be a com-
fortable home, and if we place the purchase
»f material as we do in the couniry tuwus
and on the group blocks, we shall obtain a
zood and a cheap house. I think it would
lead to u reduction in the cost in places like
Northam, Bunbury and Albany, if noi in
the metropolitan area. 1 would sooner see
1 decent block of land and a small house
thanr a large house ard a small hlock of
land.

Mr. McCallum: Particolarly for wooden
houses,

The PREMIER: Yes. In this climate
people live largely out of doors and require
breathing space. Thia propogal would not
mean that people who wanted better houses
would not be able to get them, but it would
mean that the people in receipt of a
standard wage of £4 2 week would be able
to get a comfortable house and feel that
they were working for themselves. The
standard plan will fill the bill and will give
a great many wage earners, whe cannot
now get a house, an opportunity to obtain
one. The Chief Architeet is discussing the
matter with the authorities. The workers
have to get to their work earker and they
often reach Lome later at night than otner
people, and the trouble is to so place them
that they will be able to reach the tram or
railway easilv. They must be in close touen
with travelling facilities. This is one of
the chief causes of slums.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: There are no slams
here.

The PREMIER: T am referring to other
gountries. The fact of workers having to
get to their work early leads to their con-
gregating in thickly-populated centres. T
do not think we have any slumus in this
‘State; we have a little congestion, and we
must avoid that as much as poessible.
Workers’ homes, however, must be con-
venient to trams and railways if they are
to be of anv use As to the blocks, well,
God has givin us plenty of land

Mr. Bughes: But God’s ownership has
been superseded.

The PREMIER: We are doing the best
we can, and we hope to do for the metro-
politan area what we have done for the
country areas, only that a better house will
be provided in the metropolitan area, be-
cause the people there insist upon it

Mr. Pickering: Have you any idea what
it will cosat?

The PREMTER: About £380 to £400. If
anyone wants a better house, he will be able
to get it.

Mr. A. Thomsen: Would such a house be
finished inside?

The PREMIER: Yes, lined,

Mr. Pickering: Built of jarrah{

The PREMIER: Yes. The cost may be
a little more, but I hepe it «ill be pessible
to build these homes for £400, an atnount
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that will be within the reach of men re-
ceiving £4 a week.

Mrs, Cowan: That is what we want.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) {5.50): L again
agk the Premier to give consideration to the
suggestion that the maximum amount
allowed under the Act be inereased for the
North-West. The Premier knows that the
worker tn the North is in receipt of a wage
higher by 25 per cent. than the worker
down here, and therefore ig abla to pay a
little more rent and undertake a greater
liability. The North is losing some of iis
best people. Men go up there, get a family
around them and then have to leave be-
cause they cannot be housed. The workers’
homes system was intended to benefit the
whole of the State, To isolated places like
the North-West, where we desire to retain
our population, the benefits should be ex-
tended. I can give the names of at least
a dozen families that bhave had to leave
Carnarvon within the last 12 months, be-
cause they could mnot get bousing accom-
modation, The pastoralists are too busy
with their own pursnits to bother about
building bhouses, and the people are com-
siderably handicapped. Down here there
are the State brickworks and otker brick-
works and timber mills within easy reach
of the metropolitan area, where building
material may be obtained at reasonuble
rates.

Hoea, P. Collier: The prices are not within
easier reach.

Mr. ANGELO: T am contrasting the con-
ditions here with the hardships that people
in the North have to contend with. They
have to pay high freights in order to get
timber.

The Premicr: Not much higher than tne
people here pay.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier has told us
about a new standard house. I understand
it is to be built of jarrah, but we have
white ants in the North

The Premier: Keep them there.

Mr. ANGELO: And white ants will go
through jarrah. Inhsurance rates on wooden
buildings are very high in the North. In
my own town we can make concrete bricks
at a very reasonable price, and a good
house can be built for £650 to £700. If the
maximum of £550 under the Aet were in-
creased by £100 for the North-West and
other outback places, it would be of con-
siderable assistance and would aid the
Premier to attain his objeet of retaining
population in thoge parts of the State. The
people I referred to as having left the
North came to Perth to earn a living. They
could not get houses up there Two years
ago T presented a petition signed by 22
workers who wanted to get homes built up
there, but after inquiry it was found that £550
would not build a suitable heuse, that is with
eonecrete bricks. Therefore I ask the Premier
to give this matter further consideration. 1
believe another £100 or £150 would be
ample.
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Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) {5.55]: I sup-
port the argument of the miember for Gas-
coyne . (Mr, Angelo). The mere fact of the
Government inereasing the maximum would
impose no obligation upon the applicant to
avail himself of the full amount, If he could
fulfil his requirements for a lower amount,
he would naturally de so. I am convinced
that it is impossible to build a substantial
house of other than wood in the North-West
and, in fact, in many parts of the State, for
£550, and I can assure the Premier that the
few houses in which I have been interested
were with difficulty brought within that limit.
As a matter of fact they cost nearer to £60v.
Many homes that have been erected and re-
gurded as workers’ homes are really war ser-
vice homes, and it has been possible to byild
them, because the loans for war service homes
run to £800. T have yet to learn that the
War Service Homes Department have exper-
ienced any difficulty in collecting the amounts
due.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They waste too much
money in the roofs.

Mr. PICKERING: I agree that a lot of
money has ben wasted in the roofs and in up-
necessary piers to earry the gutters. 1f our
workers’ homes advance were increased to
£650, it wonld solve the houging problem in
many distriets.

Mr. A, THOMSON (EKatanaing) ([5.57]:
I confess to being disappointed that the Gov-
ernment have not taken steps to give effeet fo
one of the planks of their platform, namely,
freehold tenure. It is only fair that those
men who desire to convert leasehold into free-
hold shonld be permitted io do so. People
like to feel that what they have is their own.
Recently 2 man visited a farm, the Scottish
ocenpants of which were having a strenuous
time. e snid, ‘X do not know why you
people are hanging on here living under such
difficulties when you would probably do bet-
ter elsewhere.”' The visitor was taken nut-
side and the owner, pointing to the four corn-
ers of the land said, ““ What we are working
for is that all within this aren may one day
he ours.’’ The Aet should be amended to
give those holding homes on Jeaschold tenure
the right to convert. It would be purely
voluntary. The Jand wonld be re-appraised
and, at its present value, the State wounld lose
nothing, When & man with leaschold tenure
has to leave his home, hecause of his employ-
ment requiring him to live elsewhere, he gets
nothing out of the place.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: You have not read
the Act.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Well, all he gets back
is his own money less interest. Land values
have appreciated considerably,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That increase belongs
to the State.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Tt does not; that is
the anomaly. Tf the State derived the benefit
no one would have reason toe eavil. But
what actually happens in the case of a
man who leaves leasehold property owing to
stress of circumstances, is that some other
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more fortunate individual gets a house at eon-
siderably less than its value. Compare the
position of the man compelled to leave his
property in .such eircumstances with the posi-
tion of a man who has bought a bloek of
land for £25 or £30 and has erected a house
on it. The latter is allowed to sell his pro-
perty, and thus obtain any equity of redemp-
tion there may be in it. I hope the Premicr
will introduce a Bill enabling those who de-
sire to do so, to make their homes freehold.
The present maximum of £550 for the con-
struction of a worker’s home should be in-
ereased. That maximum was fixed years ago.
Undoubtedly the system is sound business for
the State, and shows a profit, or at all events
pays its way.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: All that is wanted ig
that the system should pay its way.

Mr. A, THOMSON: We have to recognise
that wages have increased, sinee the Workers’
Homes Aect was passed, from about 12s. per
day to £1.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The cost of food has
inereased.

Mr, A, THOMSON: T do not wish to be
misunderstood at all, T am not objecting to
the increased wages. T merely wish to state
my reasons why the amount of the maximum
under the Workers” Homes Act should be in-
crensed.

Mr. Hughes: The increase in wages has
bheen from 9s. to 13s. 4d.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am referring to
tradesmen, If one wanis a first-class hod-
carrier in the metropolitan area to-day, one
has to pay 25s. Many hodearriers are get-
ting £1 per day.

Mr. Hughes I do not think so.

The Colonial Secretary: Brieklayers
getting 30s.

Mr. A, THOMSONXN: DBricklayers and plas-
terers are getting 25s. in the metropolitan
area, Wages all round have inercased, and
that faect must increasc the cost of all
materials and articles nsed in the construetion
of a worker’s home. If the maximum of
£550 was adequate in 1911, it is insufficient
to-day. Many people under the Workers”
Homes Act have houses which cost as much as
£800, They were in the fortunate position
of being able to find the balanee themselves.
Under such an arrangement the Government
have a far more valuable security. The Pre-
mier said the worker could not meet as high
a cost ns £800 for a home. Tn view of the
height to which rents have risen, according to
statements made in this House, and in view of
workers having to pay from 225, Gd. to 30s.
per week rent in the metropelitan area, n
maximum of £800 for a worker’s home shonld
not we too much, seeing that it represents
at six per cent. only 18s. Gd. per weck. The
man who has a worker’s home is conscious
"o what he iz paying for will ultimately
he his own, if he lives long enough—say about
20 years.

The Premier: Only part of it.

Ar. A, THOMSON: 8till, he has the know-
ledge that nobedy ean turn him out or in-
crease his rent.

are
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Mr, Hughes: He can improve the property
‘ithout suffering an increase of rent.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: Yes. I recognise that
wre money will bave to he placed at the dis-
osal of the Workers’ Homes Board, but
rere is no danger of loss. The ijuvestment is
wroughly sound. 1If my suggestion is
dopted, people in the country distriets, as
ell as people in the metropolitan area, will
ave an opportunity of obtaining homes of
heir own. The maximum should be raised
> at least £800. 1 have cousiderable ex-
ericnce of the work of the board, and can
ertify that it is carried out on sound and
ffective lines; and I desire to add that those
flicers of the board with whom I have come
1 contaet are men imbued with a sincere de-
ire to do their duty by the State.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (East Fremantle)
6.8]: 1 shall not enter into the discussion of
asehold versus freelold, which T consider is
ut of order; but I may say that the lease-
old system has proved a good friend to those
‘ho have taken the opportunity to avail them-
zlves of it. They had the choice at the start,
ither freehold or leaschold. As to the Pre-
ier’s suggestion of a standard house to be
wmilt under the Workers’ Flomes Act, regard
st be paid to the possibilities of such
tandard houses bheing let if they are left
¥ the persons for whom they have been
wilt. So far, houses built under the Workers’
Tomes Act have yielded a greater return
then let than that which was obfained from
hem under the terms of the Act. Care must
e taken to ensure that any standard house
dopted suwits the average tenant. 1 am not
are that in the metropolitan area a house
wilt of jarrah will let as readily as one bailt
£ brick. T live in a jarrah house, which 1
v ilt myself; but T would prefer a brick
ouse. The painting of my house during last
‘ear cost me no less than £13 for material
lone, that is to say for the paint onlv. The
Aded cost of keeping a wooden honse in
roper condition is considerably abeve thai
f a Urick house. Unless woodwork is
ept prorerly  painted, the house will
'all  to pieees very speedily. Oil by
tself does not afford the wood adequate pro-
cetion.  The Premier should give eareful
ongideration to the greater cost of upkeep
‘or wood as against brick. T apree with the
nember for Kalanning (Mr. A. Thomson)
hat the Workers’ Homes Board have done
heir work very well. In view of the hon.
nember’s remarks, I am surprized that he is
wt an advocate of the continuance of State
rading.

Mr. A. Thomson: This is not State trading,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Certainly it iz State
rading. It is the State building houses and
elling them to the people. Yet the hon. mem-
er says Western Avstralia is going to ruin
hro-sh State trading. To-night he expressed
\ wish for an increase of the maximum
inount granted under the Workers’ Homes
\ct. With regard to the cost of building, it
s not only wages that have increased. Some-
imes monopolies arise in the manufacture of
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bricks, and so the price of bricks is raised.

The Minister for Mines: Sometimes there
are monopelies in jarrah, too,

Heon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, The Rtate
Suwmills are now part of the timber combine.
Thus the increased cost of materials has
raiged the cost 6f houses, 1 would recemmend
the Government to start another State trad-
ing concern—Dbrickworks in the Great South-
ern district, where a monopoly exists.

AMr. A, Thomsen: What monopoly is there
in the Great Southern district?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Miscellancous Services, £93,144:

Item, Infant Health Child
Clinic, £200:

Mrs. COWAN: I am glad to see the pro-
vision ¢f money for the Infant Health Asso-
eintion. I hope the Premier will realise that
the vote will require to be inereas:d from
time to time. Good work is being done in
our midst and this shows that the depart-
mental eyes have been opened to the worth
of the work effected. 1 hope the Premier will
see that the item becomes a permanent one
and that he realises an iacreased amount will
be npeeded.

Item, Proportion of expenses of Trode Com-
migsioncr to the Last, £750.

Hen. P. COLLIER: 1 presume this vote
represents our proportion towards the ex-
penses of the trade eommissioner appointed
to represent the Commonwealth and the
several Sgates in the East.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But has not the Com-
missioner been recalled?

The Premier: I do not think so.

Mr. Teesdale: This must refer to Sheaf.

The PREMIER: The States joined with
the Commonwealth fo send a trade commis-
sioner to the East. Mr. Little was appointed
first, and then Mr. Sheaf,

Hon. P. Collier: Little was reealled.

The PREMIER: He was to have been re-
called. [ have not been notified whether he
was actually recalled.

Hon. P. Collier: Are we getting any re-
sults?

The PREMIER: T think so. We are be-
ing advertised and inquiries are reeeived from
time fo time.

Mr. Underwood: We sold three sheep there
last year,

The PREMTER: At any rate, we are re-
ceiving inquiries from those parts, showing
that something is being done,

Mr. LAMBERT: I am doubtful regard-
ing this item. We are straying on to danger-
ons ground when we commence subpsidising
trade commissioners wherever the Federal
Government may see fit to send them.

The Premier; This is the only place.

Mr. LAMBERT: But what bave we to
sell?

Association,
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Mr. Teesdale: Manganese!

Hon, P. Collier: The trade commissioner
who went up in connection with manganese
was not too successful.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, T have a lively ve-
collection of his work, What have we to
sell and what are the possibilities of effecting
sales? It is all very well for merchants es-
tablished in the Eastern -States to put up a
plea to the Federal Goverument to send out
trade cominissioners to advertise and sell their
commodities. So far as this State is con-
cerned, it is futile and a waste of money.

Mr. Conningham: What about Mills &
Ware’s hiscuits?

Mr, LAMBERT: That firm can sell all
they can produce without sending trade com-
missionera there, and if it is to eost £750 in
order to sell a few tins of biseuits, it would
be better to give that monzy to the firm here.

The Colonial Sccretary: Hunt’s have a big
market for their bisevits up there.

Mr. LAMBERT: We are not producing 50
per cent. of the biscuits consumed in the State
to-day, so what is the good of talking about
markets outsidef

The Colonial Sceretary:
ket for our fruit.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is a matter of policy
regarding Western Australia and we have
virtually nothing to sell, with the exeeption
of three or four standard commodities.

Hon. P. Collier: Ot primary prodnction.

Mr, LAMBERT: Those commodities bring
their own prices in the markets of the world.
If we were to send a retinue of trade eom-
missioners to any part of the world, we could
not get anything more than the value the
goods will command. Yf we produce three
times as much wool and twice as much wheat,
we could sell it.

Mr. Cunningham:
ereasing,

Mr. LAMBERT: Probably all prices are
decreasing in Qireet ratio to the cost of pro-
duetion. I am surprised that the Premier
has sanctioned this expendituore.

Mr. Cunningham: The Minister for Mines
went up there 18 months ago as a trade com-
missioner.

Mr, LAMBERT: Why subsidise the ¥ed-
cral brigands who are sucking the life blood
out of this State?

Mr. Latham: You heard the statements
made at the opening of the G.P.O. yesterday.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am not concerned with
those statements; T am concerned about the
attitude of the Government in subsidising
what I consider i3 a purely Federal function.
If trade commissioners are to be sent out by
the Federal Government, the Commonwealth
authoritics should pay, not the State Govern-
ment.

Mr. Cuonningham: Then this shows weak-
ness on the part of the Premier.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not say that. Pro-
bably the Premier, in a laudable desire for
co-ordination, has agreed to pay our propor-
tion towards the cost of these trade commis-
sioners. When the Federal Government ask

We want a mar-

Wheat prices are de-
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the States to confribute towards the cost of a
purely Federal funection, I hope they will get
a slap in the face cvery time. It would bec
better if some of these Federnl members,
drawn from all political parties, were to come
here and listen to the debates. They could
then learn how we are being affected by
teade, what the imposts, including direct and
indirect taxation, mean to us, and now, in-
sult is added to injury by the Federal request
that we shall subgidise these trade commis-
sioners. This is merely to serve the interests
of the manufacturers in the Eastern States.
Althongh this is a small matter, I hope the
Premier will be seized of its importance.

Mr. Piesse: We should send our own man,

Hon. YW, ¢, ANGWIN: There is something
in what the member for Coolgardie says.
When in Sourabaya I heard that ome of our
people had placed grapes and apples on the
market there, with the resunlt that another max
came along and said he could place apples on
the market at a considerably cheaper rate.
Those apples were to come from South Aus-
tralia, but they did mot materialise,

The Premior: South Australia has its own
man np there.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The people were
told that they could not get apples unless
they took grapes as well. That i3 a wrung
attitude to adopt. I noticed on the top floor
of one huilding that there was an office of @
trade commisgioner, but I did not hear any-
thing of him.

Mr. LAMBERT: In justice to the gentle-
man who oceupies this position in Singapore,
I would like to explain that he is sincere ir
his desire to assist in giving information. We
in Western Australia are not interested in the
sale or advertising of the products of the
large manufacturers in the Bastern States.

Mr. Pickering: The Singapore agent haa
not. the avenues to assist us.

Mr. LAMBERT: We should ecreate those
avenues before we put up fictitious people ta
sell imaginary goaods that merely obtain in
the minds of people here, who arc prepared ta
squander money for the sake of co-ordinating
matters affecting a purely Federal function,

Mr. TEESDALE: It is not often that 1
support the member for Coolgardie, but I
can do $o on this oecasion. This is nothing
more than a positive waste of money. Ng
doubt this gentleman will answer letters and
is prepared to give information, but that is
noe good to Western Australia. We require
the services of a smart man who will go
round the igiand and talk about our lines
giving merchants details about freight and
other matters that cannot be supplied by this
department. No doubt inquiries will be ans
wered in a stereotyped form and the list of
firms supplied. For £750 I can produce a
man who will go throvghout the island and
canvass for trade.

Hon. P. Collier: And for this State alone.

Mr. TEESDALE: Western Australia gete
a very small percentage of the services of
these trade commissioners. The State is a
very small place in their minds. Tt is omnly
when you send a letter asking a specific ques



[27 SepresmBER, 1923.|

m that you cap get any information; and
en the information is of Jittle value. For
50 we should send up a man who will look
ter Western Australian interests alone. He
ould be a man whe will come down on the
lividual who does any dirty action and puts
shoddy stuff, thereby getting Western Aus
Uia a bad@ name. The Premier would
justified in withholding this amount next
ar, and sending up a Western Australian
siness man who would do his utmost to sell

r stuff,
The PREMIER: T know this question has
en ecxercising the minds of hon. members
d the public generally. As hon. members
e aware, we entered into an arrangement
th the Copwmonwealth Government, and so
ve to comtribute towards the cost of the
‘ade Commissioner. I do not know exactly
1t it would cost wa to send up a man of
t own and pay his salary and travelling
penses.
Hon, P. Collier: There is not much tra-
lling about Singapore.
The PREMIER: No, it would be largely
stationary position. I do not know whether
+ eould without notice withdraw from the
reement. Of course we should first be sure
at we are not getting value for our money.
would be difficult for the State to maintain
constant flow of supplies, becanse our manu-
eturers are not turning out much more than
n be consumed within the State. Still, of
urse, unless we look ahead for our markets,
v cannot expect to find them to hand when
+ are ready for them. I am inclined to
ree that we should have our own repre-
ptative, but T am afraid it would mean
nsiderable expenditure.
Mr. Richardson: The cost is £2,500,
Mr. Cunningham: It would be money well
ent.
The PREMIER: 1 do not know whether,
this stage, it would be, hecaunse we have
+ very much of anything to send abroad.
agree with the member for Roebourne (Mr.
resdale} when he deplores the sloppy way
which some of our goods are put up. Cer-
inly, if we had a representative of our own
v there, he would soon eorrect the evil,
Hon. P. Collier: That is where we should
t-better results.
The PREMIER: Yes, he would confine
g attention to Western Australia’s interests.
itheut being quite sure, I think South Ans-
alia came into this proposal, but withdrew.
will give the matter consideration and see
jether we could do better by having a direct
presentative,
Item, Imperial Ezhibition, £6,970:
Mr. LAMBERT: The exhibition will afford
i excellent opportunity for displaying in
yndon our principal products such as min-
als, timber, wool and wheat. The oppor-
nity will be unique, inasmoch as it will be
gsible by a display of our resources to at-
zet mueh-needed capital to the State; also
will be unique in the sense that our display
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wili be viewed by millions, and so prebably
will lend a practical stimulus to the fruition
of our immigration and land asctilement
policy. In our mineral wealth alone we have
vely mue. to display, and I hope the Minister
for Mines will not lose the opportunity inis
rxhibition will provide for focussing atten-
tion at the seat of Empire on our mineral
resources.  Whatever soch a  display may
cost us, it will be money well spent. In the
carlirr days mest of our attention was pud
tc gold mining, to the neglect of other mu.
erals. A good deal of energy is being infused
tnte ke collecting and tabulating of our
minerals, and T hope the Premier will not be
miserahle in his attitude towards the prorer
representation of our mining resources. We
huve in ine Geological Department some vaay
valuable officers, partiewlarly Dr. Simpson
and his assistant. Tt would pay us to have
at the Imperial Exhibition a good man eap-
able of- deseribing our minerals, their uses,
their value, the localities in which they are
found and the distance of those localities
from yurts. With the eyes of the world
fovusead co the Empire Exhibition, any dis
play we may make will be fully justified,
Such a display of minerals as we can put up
would open the eyes of the investing public
to th 1eal value of our resources,

The PREMIER: I cordially agree with
the hen. member that it will be a wonderful
opportun’ty to advertise the State. All that
we wanpt are capital and men. The exhibition
will certainly provide a splendid opportunity
for tne display of our resources.

Mr. Lambert: We don’t want to be
swamped by the Eastern States.

The PREMIER: No, we must hold our
ywn at the exhibition, and make the fullest
use of the opportunity afforded to advertise
the State. Ouvr display ought to result in an
influx of both men and money into Western
Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Don’t be too lavish:
the Commissioners will spend all that you
give them.

The PREMIER: They won’t get very
much. 3 hope a good many Western Austra-
lians will visit the exhibition and by their
prescnce and their praises help to advertise
the State.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 also agree with the
remarks of the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Lambert).

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: Don’t forget that the
chairman of the Western Australian Commis-
sion is here and Will be making a note of all
this disenssion.

Hon. P, COLLIER: This opportunity will
aot oceur again for, perhaps, very many
yeara. I am sure the State will be able to
gend forward exhibits that will not suffer by
comparison with those from the other States
of the Commonwealth. Particularly should
I like to see displayed the mapmificent record
of our mining industry, and of the possibili-
ties still ahead of it. The Minister for Mines
knows that the only disability under which the
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industry is suffering is want of capital. If
we could but attract to the State a compara-
tively small proportion of the capital that
wag invested in mining here 25 years ago,
there would be a considerable revival on our
goldfields, No part of the Empire, except
South Afriea, is able to make a better min-
eral display than can bhe made by Western
Australia. The section of the committee that
has the matter in hand is doing its work tho-
roughly, and I look forward to seeing the
State brought well to the front at the exhi-
bition, and as a result a revival in the indus-
try and an inflow of capital into Western
Australia, T would like to see the various
exhibits displayed in Western Australia be-
fore they are sent away,

Mr. Pickering: Are not they being dis-
played next week?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I read that the forests
exhibit would be displayed in the Barrack-
street room during Show week, and I hope
the Minister for Mines will endeaveur to
place on view the mining exhibit.

The AMinister for Mines: That has been
arranged.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yt may not be con-
venient to show all the exhibits, but it i3
a good thing to let our own people know
what is being sent to the exhibition, in
order that they may form some conception
of the spectacle our exhibits as a whole will
present when assembled in the Western
Australian court. There is also the ques-
tion of having the exhibits explained to
visitors to the exhibition. T suppose
arrangements for that will be made at the
London end. If someone could give in-
formation and encouragement to the peaple
interested, it would be of great assistanco
to them and to the State. 1 hope the result
of the exhibition will be a great advantage,
not only to Western Australia, but to the
Commonwealth.

Mr. TEESDALE: T have no fear that a
goad representative exhibit will be sent
from Western Australia.

Mr. Marshall: Any camels going?

Mr. TEESDALE: But I should like to be
as certain as to the attention to be given to
the exhibits a month after they have been
placed on view at Home.

Mr. Cunnipgham : Will you send with
them a patient from the Wooroloo SBana-
torium?i

Mr. TEESDALE: T have a vivid recollec-
tion of a six months’ exhibition in England.
The Australian court, after ahout the first
six weeks, was practically deserted. It
often happens “that the attendants sent
Home have not been to England before and
their objeet is to get away and sce things,
not to stay at the exhibition and talk dry
stuff about Western Australia to visitors.
The court was practically left in charge nf
two juniors. There were tons of pamphlets;
one could help omeself. There waa a good
deal of dust on the exhibits, and it seemed
nobody’s business to go around with a
feather duster. The men sent Home grew
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very tired after the first six weeks and 1
was extraordinary how they used to ge
away to DBrighton and attend variou
funetions.

The Minister for Works: Are you talkin,
about the Agent General?

Mr., TEESDALE: I never saw him nea
the Australian court at all, T lived ver;
close to it and for six months I went to th
exhibition at 9 am. daily and mnever let
until 11 at night.

Hon. P. Collier;: The Agent General wa
probably at the King’s court.

Mr, TEESDALE : I feel sure we shal
have a creditable lot of exhibits, and
hope the Government will see we have good
conscientious, live people in charge of them
s0 that they can tell visitors whence th
exhibits came, the gquantities we have, am
in faet give full details so that inquirer
will be sent away thoroughly versed in wha
the State can produce. Often I stood b;
and regretted the indifferent, slap-das’
manner in which the attendants answerer
the few questions addressed to them, a
much as te say ‘¢I ecannot waste more tim:
on you.’? That is not right. If this mone;
is to be expended in preparing an exhibit
let us not be niggardly. Let us send hal
a dozen men if necessary te attend on in
quiriers and talk the stuff up in order tha
the State may get the best advantage fron
it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There are 50 of un
here.

Hon. P. Collier: What about a special trj
in the ‘‘Kangaroo’’?

Mr. TEESDALE: The Premier could haw
covered himself with glory had he arrange:
for a special Bay steamer to run Westen
Australian pcople to the exhibition. If i
were known that a steamer loaded witl
Westernr  Australians and  their exhibit:
were travelling Home, accompanied by th
necessary attendants, it would have been
fine advertisement for the State.

The Minister for Mincs: It would be lil
the Queen of Sheba’s arrival.

Mr. TEESDALE: I hope the Chairma:
will pay attention to what I have said re
garding the attendants, It is of no us
sending exhibits Home unless they are wel
backed up. Let us send men who know
something about the subject. We do no
want men like those in the mausolenm knowi
as Australia Housze. It always reminds m
of a morgve. You go in there and get busha«
in the marble passages. You see a hoy,
magnificent looking fellow, wearing epaulet
and gold braid, and when yom ask fo
directions he rattles out ‘‘Up two flats anc
the second on the right’’ and is gone in n¢
time., The visitor is none the wiser and ki
returns to the stairway where he knows he
is safe. I would like to know whether ouw
exhibit is to be part and parcel of an Aus
tralian exhibit. Is it possible that our stuf
may be exhibited as Australian without an}
intimation that it came from Western Aus
tralia.
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The Premier: No.

Mr, Lambert: They would do it if they
eould,

The Minister for Mines: That will not be
done.

Mr, TEESDALE: I am pleased to have
that assurance. I again emphasise the
necessity for sending first class attendants.
I hope, Mr. Chairman, you will bear this in
mind, because you will have some say in the
matter

Mr. A. THOMSON: I support the remarks
of the member for Roebourne. I am look-
ing forward to Western Australia de-
riving considerable trade benefit from the
Empire Exhibition. If this State is to re-
ceive value for the money expended in send-
ing exhibits Home, we must have attend-
ants possessing a good knowledge of West-
ern Australia and its products. I do not
altogetber agree with the hon. member re-
garding Australia House. When I was in
London the officials at Australia House told
me they were willing te show our exhibits
provided we sent them along. We¢ have
been to blame. We are sending a lot of
exhibits, and I should like to know what is
to be done with them after the exhibition
is over. I understand from ap interjeetion
made by the Minister for Mines that it
i3 intended to send them to Savoy House.
This is a very commendable proposition,
but the Government should remember that we
have a greater arca than London from which
to draw migrants and people that may be dis-
posed to invest their money outside the fTome-
land.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: A lot of the exhibits
belong to private people.

Mr. A. THOMSON: YWhen the London
Agency Hstimates were being discussed, T
satd it was fareical to provide a vote of only
£52 to exhibit the produets of Western Aus-
tralin at Savoy House. The Minister replied
that it was intended to use the exhibits sent
to the Empire Exhibition. We should follow
the example of Canada. After these exhibits
have been displayed at Savoy House they
should be sent to other large cities through-
out the British Tsles. This wonld be instrue-
tive to the pcople there and beneficial to the
State, because it should result in inecreased
capital being brought here.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Much has been said
regarding the Western Australian exhibits. Tt
is deadly sickening to hear the piffling stoff
talked about our mining resourees. The best
exhibit we could put up on hehalf of Western
Australin would be the stillborn DMiners
Phthisis Bill passed last session., What is the
use of displaying exhihits indicative of the
State’s resources when we are continuing to
carry on a slaughterhouse for our workers?
Member after member has referred to ocur
wonderful mining industry, but a good ex-
hibit to forward to London would be Dr. Mit-
chell, of the Wooroloo Sanaterium, and one
or two of his patients.

The Colonial Secretary: The State does not
negleet its duties in the care of those sick
people.
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Mr, CUNNINGHAM: It does. Tt has
condoned industrial slaughter amongst the
miners.

The Colonial Secretary: As regards Dr.
Mireheil’s department we have dome well,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Dr. Mitehell has
done his best, but the miners who should have
received protection at the hands of Ministers
have bcen neglected,

The Colonial Secretary: The Wooroloo San-
atorium is a model institution.

The Minister for Mines: Leave him to mo!

The CHATRMAN: That bas nothing to do
with this vole. .

Mr. CCNNINGHAM: We are atrranging
to send certain exhibits to the. Old Country,
and I am merely bringing under notice of
members the resulfs of one of our industries.
1t would be well to tell the Home people that
may be desirous of investing in our industries
somcthing of the conditions under which they
are carried on. We are permitting industrial
slaughter to continue in our mining industry,
and is not that an item that should be made
known throughout the length and breadth of
the Empire? I say it is. The Miners Phthisis
Act passed last session should be in operation
to-day.

Ths)z CHAIRMAN:
with the vote.

AMr, CUNNINGBAM: Onc of the best ex-
hibits we could bring before overseas inves-
tors would be the doctor of the Wooroloo San-
atorinm and one or two of the patients, who
had come to him because of their operations
in our mining industry. Ts it any advautage
to the State or to humanity fo earry on metal-
liferous mining that is likely to bring about
the results we see in the patients at the Sana-
torium? Tt is time we took stock of our tu-
vestment of human life in mining,

Me. Teesdale: You do net look so bad.

Mr. CUNNTNGHAM: What possible ag-
vantage can the State be paining from the
sacrifice of the lives of the men engaged in
the mining industry?

The Minister for Mines:
close down the mines?

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Rather than that
the present position should he allowed to con-
tinue, I would be prepared to close down the
nines.

The CHATRMAN: This disenssion is em-
bracing a subject which could more properly
be discussed under the Mines Vote. It is my
desire to give every member the fullest lati-
tude in hringing forward grievances, and dis-
cussing matters ihat are beneficial to the
country, bhut I must protest against their
action in bringing forward at this time ques-
tions of hospitals and mining diseases. These
matters should be discussed under their pro-
per votes.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: It is intended teo
exhibit specimens showing the different grades
of ore from tbis State. There may be copper
ores from Whim Creek, samples of asbestus
and gypsum, and specimens of our bard
metalliferous quartz deposits. While we are
showing specimens from our silica lodes
would it not be wise also to show the treatizes

That has nothing to do

Do you want to
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dealing with the results to the men who have
mined these deposits? Woe ought to show
the results upon the health of those who have
spent years in this work.

The Minister for Works: We all appreciate
the faet that the men in the industry have
done their bit.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The Minister knowa
nothing about it. Because he has put down a
foew bores in the metropolitan atea, through
a lot of sand, he thinks he can interject on
thig question. The Minister for Mines does
know all about it. He knows that specimens
will be exhibited with a view to inducing
people from overseas to invest in mining pro-
positions in this State. On the other hand, we
know that our people have had to work and
perhaps to die in producing the mineral wealth
of Western Australia,

+ Hon. W. C. Anpwin: Is not that done in
all mines?

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The hon. mewmher
kpows nothing about the pogition,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: 1 have scen more
mines than you have.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: He has not seen the
mines I have seen. He does not know any-
thing about them.

- Hon. W. C. Angwin: I know you are talk-
ing a lot of tommy-rot,

- Mr. CUNNINGHAM: T am not. We have
created slaughter-houses for the workers. T
defy the hon. member to refute that state-
ment. I refer to the Wooroloo Sanatorimm.

Mr. Mann: Bring np the matter under the
Colonial Secretary’s Vote.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I have no intention
of taking the hon. member’s adrice.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member ad-
Aresseg the Chair, he will get on much hetter.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: T am getting on all
right. The member for North-East Freman-
tle does not know, neither does he understand
the subject.

Hon. W. G, Angwin:
Vote is meant for.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: T know what T am
after, and I do not thank the hon. member
for his interjections. I am speaking of the
welfare of the men working in the mining
industry.

The Minister for Works: That has nothing
to do with this Vote,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: It has. We are ask-
ing people to invest their money in our indups-
tries. We should also let them know the con-
ditions under which our people have to work
in, these industries.

Mr. Maun: Do you not want them to io-
vest money here?

. Mr, CUNNINGHAM: Yes. But I want
the Government, of which the member for
Perth is so slavisk a follower, to do their
duty by humanity.

. The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the hon.
member tp confine his attention to .this Vote,
and obey the Chair.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I am being drawn
aff the track by interjections.

Mr. Mawn: You are off the track all the
time,

I know what this
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I cannot be blamed
for replying to the interjections. It is all
very well for the member for Leederville,
with his snivelly imnterjections——

Capt. Carter: 1 have not spoken to you.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: Other members have
a more mannerly way of interjecting than he
has, If we are going to work on metallifer-
ous mines, and show exhibits to induce people
to invest their mumey here, we should pass
legislation that will safegeard the health and
lives of those working in *he industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Kalgoorlic has broken out in 2 new
place. T am not geing to charge him with
talking piffle, as some of his colleagues bave
suggested. The hon. member bas said things
which ecould have been said im another way.

Mr. Cunningham: And not too soou.

The MINTSTER FFOR MINES: What he
has said could be said in all sincerity. [
agrae that something must be done for the
men employed in our metalliferous mines.
T sce no connection between making a display
of our metals at the exhibition in the heart of
the Empire, and the question of safeguard-
ing the health of men who may be employed
in securing our mineral wealth, This Vote
is for a sum of £6,970. TLast year we spent
£2,238, and we shall probably spend ancther
£6,000 next year,  This makes a total of
about £15,000 in copnection with the exhi-
bition. Por the last two years the total
amount involved has been £11,878. T resent
the statement that members oprosite as well
a3 members on this side are regardless of the
interests of the men employed in our mines,

Mr. Cunningham: What have you done?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is not
the time to answer that question. I agree
with the member for Coolvard’e, rnd the
Leader of the Opposition that we ghould
not miss the opportunity of m-+king a thor-
ough display and in seeing that s-ch dis-
play is effective. It cannot be effective if the
exhibits of minersls are shown in such a way
that a considerable amornt of technica! know-
ledge, or technieal information, is req-ired
before visitors ean vaderstand what they are.
Most of our minerals have fo he trested be-
fore they become marketable. We could dis-
play evidence of very rich gold ore, hut not
one person in ten thousand who visited the
exhibition. would know that it w-s gold ore
unless so marked or explained. There might
be no appearance of gold in the s-ecimen.
We have in many of our clays and
other deposits very valuable commodi-
ties from the point of view of estab-
lishing secondary industries. ft i3 not
merely a question of displaying such onld, tin,
lead, or conper as we can produce. bt a ques-
tion of displaying our mineral reson-ces, on
which our secondary industries musgt be based,
in sech a way that they will do m-st good.
We have not in the past taken the ovpor-
tunity, as we shovuld have done, of dis
playing to the best of advantace our
mineral wealth. ‘We should avail ourselves
to the full of the ovportunitv that will
presently be afforded to ws. It is mot a
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question merely of displaying our mineral
resources, but of taking stock, as it were, of
our lives and exzistence, and, in conjunction
with the other States, taking stock of the
very existeuce of the whole of Australin, The
wember for Roebourne asked if it was pro-
posed that our minerals and other exhibits
shounld be bundied in with those from the res.
of Australia, and so lose their identity. This
will not be so. 1t is proposed, as far as
practicable, to provide all the necessary in-
formation with regard to the loeality, and
the possibility of our various mineral
resourees. It is intended to display
together commodities of a similar kind from
different parts of Australia. In the past
there have been the Western Australian
court, the New South Wales court, the Vie-
torian court, and so on. Each has contained
a separate display of minerals and different
types of farming produce and pastoral pro-
duets, all bundled together in a given place.
Unless a person visited the court of every
State he would miss something which wounld
probably have interested him more than the
exhibits he saw in another court, Tt is now
proposed to display all our minerals in one
place. Every exhibit will be properly marked,
and tbe fullest information will be given to
enable visitors to locate the point from which
the samples have come. Another point is that
& spot map will be provided—a magnificent
exhibit in itgelf. That spot map will display
by tegular changes which will he electrically
controlled, everything that is produeed in
Australia. Flashes on the spot map will
show the precise origin of each exhibit. Thus
the possibilities of Australia as a whole, and
of each individual State, will be better dis-
played than ever previously.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T do not think that
would he as effective as a separate court,
though.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We may
differ on that point. TIn my opinion, West-
ern Australia will lose nothing from compari-
son with the other States. As to the Op-
position Leader’s suggestion that a display
should be made loecally of the exhibits, it
wonld not he possible to make a complete ex-
hibition of them here.

Hon. P. Collier: I only suggested wherever
possible.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As re-
gards forestry, we shall make a display hero
of the moat interesting exhibits. We eonid
not display all the forestry exhihbits here.
Many of them would have to be put up in
such a form that they could not be made
available to the public hére before they were
sent away. We may display them here on
their retorn, but it is not expected that they
will all come back. As regards minerals, we
will display them in the small exhibition hall
as socn as the eurrent exhibition eloses, which
will be in abont a fortmicht. In connection
with the fortheoming exhibition there is one
fund known as the common trust fund, which
i contributed to by the Commonwealth and
by the States om a population basis. That
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fund totals about £300,000, and Western Aus-
tralin's contiribution to it would Ve about
£5,000 or £6,000. We are entitled to spade
in the exhibition for all of ocur produets on
the basis of the value of our productivn. Tihe
common {rust fund provides for the display
of all the exhibits in Liondon, for the placing
of thoge exhibits and for transport to and
from London, The cost of obtaining exhibits
falls on the individual States. The amount
allocated here is to enable the State execative
committec to eollect the exhibits and put them
on hoard ship. For that purpose the amount
provided is not very lavish.

Mr, Lutey: Have any of the firms who are
interested in the exhibits nzents in London?

The MINTSTER FOR MTNES: Yey, those
who are sending private exhibits. But this
exhibition will not be so much an advertising
medium as some exhibitiona have been.

Mr. Lutey: It would advertise the State if
agents were on the spot,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
not lavishing onr money in gbtaining exhibits,
but T do not believe the other States will
beat Western Auostralia in London, though
they may excel us in point of literature avail-
able for distribution to visitors. We could
not equal them in that respeet nnless we spent
a much larger amonnot thun af present pro-
posed. The amount is small in eomparison
with the task, which we shall be able to per-
form thanks only to the fact that mumercus
persons are co-operating with the Govern-
ment.

Mr. HARRTISON: FProm the Minister’s re-
marks it appears that the various States are
contributing amounts to a certain fund, It
is essential that Western Anstralia, which has
so mnch at stake with reguard to its mineral
wealth, its timber seealth, and its other re-
sourges, should be represented by a real live
man, or two or three men, at that exhibition,
From my knowledge of cxhibilions I can say
that if a large amount of business is to be
ereated, one must have a man in charge who is
able to give detailed information as to cost
of production, means of transport, and so
forth. Every energetic business man sends out
a good representative to push his manufac-
tures, and in connection with the exhibition
this Chamber must look after the interests of
Western Auwvstralia. We should have a live
man on the spot to make it plain that West-
ern Australia excels in gold produoction, for
instance. He should have a thorough
knowledge of wmining conditions  here.
Hon, members will agree that we want
to get the best possible value for the
money we are spending. Let me point
out what occurred recently in Enp-
Tand with regard to indncing persons to
eome out to Western Amnstralia, The Royal
Agricultural Bociety of Eaogland had a show
at Neweastle. Canada was wonderfully well
represented at that show by several men, and
also by the distribution of agricoltural litera-
ture., Yet a gentleman from Western Aws-
tralia counld mot find at that show a single
exhibit, or even 2 pamphlel, from Western



02

Australia. Canada was adequately atiracting
the young farmer who finds himself squeczed
out in England. In the following week there
appeared in the Press of the Old Country an
advertisement stating that someone would be
in attendance at Henley regatta with litera-
ture from Western Australia. Suorely, for
migration purposes there is no eowparison
between men whe attend an agricultural show
and men who attend a regatia.

* Mr., UNDERWOOD: In my opinion the
money we are going to spend on this exhibi-
tion will have no effect whatever, but will be
simply wasted. We hear talk about literature,
The advertising rubbish that has been put out
is utterly misdescribed as ‘‘literature.’” The
member for Kanowna would not admit that
stnff to he literature, When a big drapery
gale is advertised

Hon. I*. Collier: That is literature!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is the stuff hon,
members want distributed, and we are going
to apend money to distribute that sort of
thing, It is the kimd of ‘‘literature’’ that
people distribute when they are trying to sell
things not worth nearly what iz asked for
them. But we in Western Australia have no
goods of that deseription to sell. We have
for sale wheat, wool, meat, timber, and gold.

Mr. Pickering: And fruit.

The Coleninl Seeretary: And pearl shell,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Do we need any ad-
vertisement in order to sell our gold? The
member for Aven said we ought to have a
great minefal exhibit in London, with a good
man in charge of i, in order to sell our gold.
Similarly, it has been argued that we should
advertise at exhibitions in order to sell our
pearl shell. We have three-quarters of the
production of pearl shell in the world,. We
do not want any ‘‘literature’’ to sell our
pearl shell. We can sell it without any
“fliterature’’ if people want to buy it.

The Colonial Secretary: But literature will
instruct those people.

The Minister for Mines: You want capital
to produce the gold before you can sell it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What is the Minister
putting up to ust What is this literature?
Is it to induce someone to back our miners?

The Colonial Secretary: To encourage ino-
vestment.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What we have to sell
n Western Australia will sell itself. Good
wine needs no bush.”’ We do not require men
with the gift of gassing, to tell the people
what we have here,

Hon, P. Collier: You mean ‘‘spruikers.’’

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We don’t want
‘‘gpruikers’’ to tell people that we have
10,000 feet of thrills!

. The Colonial Secretary: ¥You know more
.about this subjeet than we gave you credit
for,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The dissemination of
this ‘¢literature’” that has been talked about,
“will not induce people to come here. I came
to Western Australia at a time when the
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papers in the Eastern States were decrying
Western Ausiralia.

Mrs. Cowan: We had our papers]

Mr. UNDERWOOD: You had no litera-
ture; you had the reverse. Western Australia
was on the reverse gear. Nothing that can
be written or printed will make people come
out. Only the merit of the country itself can
do that.

Hon. P. Collier: If you came to the State
without the aid of literature, it is proof that
we do need literature.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD:
follow that interjection.

Hon. P. Collier: It was rather subtle.

Mr. Teosdale: It was not wrapped up too
much!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It involves a bit of a
problem, My coming here would not add to
the lack of literature. On the other hand,
I am a good citizen, with or without litera-
ture.

Hon. P. Collier:
yourself.

Mr., UTNDERWOOD:

waste mohey.
Vote put and passed.

This econcluded the Estimates
Colonial Treasurer’s Department.

I cannot exactly

Even though you say it

In any case this is

for the

Department of Public Works (Houn, W, J.
George, Minister).

Vot&Publ‘i.o Works and Buildings, £81,557 :

The MINISTER FOE WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington)} [8.50]:
I regret that the annual report of the Pub-
lic Works Departinent is not on the Table
of the House, Various eauses have deluyed
its production. If the report had been be-
fore members, it would probably bave saved
a considerable amount of questioning and
explanation, Hon. members will see that
the vote this year is £31,557, which is £5,499
more than was expended last year. I1f hon.
members will turn to page 55 of the Esti-
mates, they will find an explanatory note,
showing ameounts expended by thke Dublie
Works Department during the year 1922-23,
The total amount spent during that period
was £1,066,340, I mention that peint at the
present juncture because otherwise hon.
members might bhave an idea that the
amount spent by the department was less
than £100,000. The record shows that the
money spent by the Public Works Depart-
ment during the year included £675,674 on
acecount of loan and loan suspense, £76,058
from revenue and £91,356 from the sale of
Government property trust funds, making
a total of £843,0838. On account of the Gold-
fields water supply and other water supply
and drainage operations, additional money
was spent, bringing the total to £1,066,340.
It must be realised that that expenditure
was spread throughout the State, the activi-
ties of the department being wideflung,
Revenue collected Jast year in the exercise
of ordinary departmental activities amounted
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to £28179, from the goldfields water supply
£182,109, and from other water supplies ete.,
£29,588, or a total of £239,877. Apart from
these items, we have dome a considerable
amount of work for the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment during the past year, representing
£102,128, while work for other departments
represented £7,026, Money received as
commission for services rendered to the
Commonwealth amounted to £7,954, and that
is a set-off against the expenditure shown
on the Estimates. Yesterday hon, members
had an opportunity of seeing some of the
work that has been earried out by the
Public Works Department for the Common-
wealth. I refer to the new (eneral Post
Office, a building Australia can well be
proud of and Western Australia has reason
to be very proud of it. Western Australian
products have been used almost entirely
throughout the building. QOur timber hasg
shown up well. It has been treated in a
simple style, but in a way that shows it
up. The way the jarrah has been treated
emphasises the quality of the timber.
Although other bricks have been used, those
put into the building have been principally
State bricks, while the stone has been pro-
cured locally as well. 'The work dome by
the Electrical Department under Mr. A.
Williamson of the Public Works Depart-
ment is unigque amongst installations in
Australia, It was put in quietly and
unostentatiousiy, economically and well.
There has been no failure in connection with
the work put into it and no one affected in
the building need have the slightest cause
for nervousness or anxiety. I take this
opportunity to refer to Mr. Williamson and
to the Chief Archifect of the Puhlic Works
Department, Mr. Hardwick. In my opinion
it would have been rather a graceful act had
those Commonwealth Ministers who were
present yesterday referred in some way to
the work done by Western Australian officers
with Western Australian materials, Rightly
g0, the work of the Commonwealith Chief
Architect, Mr. Murdoch, who is a fine
man and who has always been mindful of
the work our State officials have done, was
commended, but it would have been only a
decent thing had reference been made to
the State offieers, Some comment might
have bheen made on the interest displayed
by, and the uatiring cfforts of, the Public
Works Department officers throngh a period
of great diffieulty. The building, which is
second to none in Australia and which will
eompare, not only in design but with regard
to construction, with many of the famous
buildings in the clder countries of Europe,
is indced a splendid ome. Regarding the
operationg of the Public Works Department,
progress has beer made in connection with
the Busselton-Margaret River railway, It
has been difficult to progress as quickly as
one would wish with that work, becanse we
have been hindered by weather conditions.
The heavy rainfall impeded traffic and the
road traffie to the group settlements in that
district has added to the difficulties of
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conveying our materials to the places
where they were to be used. We are en-
deavouring as far as possible to provide the
railway conveniences in spots most likely
to be convenient to the settlers. The con-
struction of the Nyabing-Pingrup railway,
which has been delayed for some time, i8
pretty well completed. It is only a qucestion
of a few days when the line will be handed
over to the working railways., The con-
tinvation of the line to connect Narembeen
with Merredin s being proceeded with.
Our main trouble has been in procuring
rails. Tenders are being called and work
in connection with the line will be pushed
on. The Esperance railway has been in
traffic for some time now., Whether it will
be carried northwards to Norseman or not,
[ cannot say. I have not deviated from
the opinion [ expresscd in years past, that
in the interests of economy and construe-
tion and of all concerned, the line should have
been started from Norseman and worked
southward. However, there were circum-
stances which the Government of the day
had to take into consideration. There was
the question of cash.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, that was not it
It was the opposition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
come to that. The line should have been
started from Norseman, but circamstances
would not permit of it. There was opposition
to the railway, and I shared in it. So, too, did
my then chicf, the late Hon, Frank Wilsor, and
the present Premier, not because there was any
desire to ignore the elaims of the people, but
for valid reasons bascd on common scase.
We may have been mistaken; if the state-
ments now made about the Esperance country
are correct there is no doubt we were mis-
taken. I do net wish to say we were misled
—we may bave misinterpreted what was told
ta us—but I object to the member for Kan-
vwna (Hen. T. Walker) making statements
that would lead people to belicve we were
unmindful of our duties and were swayed by
privato interest.

Hon. P. Collier: Plead guilty, and throw
yourself on the mercy of the court.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I do not
intend to follow that any further. Unless wa
were prepared as men to give our decision
and stand by it, we ought not to have been
members of the House. That. iz what the
late Hon. Frank Wilson, the present Premier,
and I, had in mind at the time. Turing the
year certain dredging has been successfully
carried out at Albany, We were able to ob-
tain on lean from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment an iron dredge, which did fine work and
for which we paid a fine price. 1 do not say
the dredge was not worth it, but T felt then,
and I feel now, that in dredging out the Al-
bany harbour we were doing for the Common-
wealth just as mech work as we were doing
for the State. It was a work of a national
character, and eo the whole of the expense
should not be allowed to fall on the State,
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© Mr. Money: It is a pity the dredge was
ot used at Bunbury teo.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Perhaps
it is. A great deal of work has been done
in road making and repairing, and a large
smount of money expended on group settle-
ments. Just now we are dealing with the
altocation of the Commonwealth grant to be
devoted to the making of main roads. Vir-
tually every member of the House has written
to me about it.

Hon. P. Collier: Did not somebody write
to you about that Rockingham road$?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
Qucen Mary lost Calais, it was said that at
her death the word **Calais’’ would bhe found
printed in letters of fire upon her heart. For
me it may be said that T have roads all over
e,  The Commonwealth Government, in a
apasm of generosity, decided to assist Western
Awstralian with road making to the extent of
£100,000, provided the State added pound
for pound. Undoubtedly this assistance will
result in great benefit to the State. While
the exteusion of our railway policy may be
debatable, there can be no question that our
roads wust be put in order if onr settlers
are not to fritter away a lot of their cnergy
in carting produce to the raillway. If, by
judicious expenditure, we ean  enable  the
armer to cart ‘two loads a day where he
carted but ohi before, we shall be adding,
dot’ only te his material wealth, hut to the
aggregate wealtth of the Stale. Hon. mem-
biers and their constituents are anxious to
know when we propose to allecate this money.

The map which it is intended to send
to the Commonwealth Government  for
their  comsideration and approval, te-

gether with the last draft of the programme
to accompany that map, will be finished to-
morrow. When it is finished I will send it to
the Premier. In the meantime I ask hon,
mcmbers, if in their lives they have ever
prayed, to pray hard for the success of that
scheme, Beyond the matters alluded to, not a
great deal has been done during the year,
for the reason that there has not been much
money available, and moreover, there has been
a marked scarcity of competent bridge-
builders. The construction of the large jetty
at Beadon Point is well on its way. It had
been intended to comstruet the jetty primei-
pally of jarrah, hut we have been able to
make satisfactory arrangements for the use
of conercte.
Mz, Mann:
ecment? .
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
Western Australian stone, and Western Aus-
tralian braing for the Jdesipm, and Western
Australinn blood and muscie for the work.
¥or the Education Department we have buily
just- as mamy achools as available funds
would permit.
_Mr. Harrison: Does that come under this
Vote? .
0 The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
Wo also do the repairs, together with wo'k
for hospitals ind general rerairs, The gen-
eral administtatioh of the ‘Traffic Aet is in
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the hands of the Public Works Department,
while the adwministration in the metropolitan
area is efficiently earried out by the police.

Mr. Marshall: Inspeetor O’Halloran did
not carry it out too well the other night,
when he was knocked down.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The allo-
eation of the traffic fees has heen going on
for the past threc years. The last dividend
T was able to pay a few weeks ago brought
the total disborsement to nearly £604000.
The money is allocated amongst the local
authorities, and hy them expended on roads
agreed npon a3 part of the scheme tou give
the metropolitan area a good system.

Mr, Mann: Does that include the Canse-

way ¥

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Although
our fees are fairly heavy, the motorists and
others cheerfully pay them, recognising that
the money is used to repair the domage they
cause. It 1s part of the duty of the Public
Works Department to see that the lecal aun-
thorities carry thig out. We have had very
little trouble indeed with them. The member
for Perth interjected something ahout the
Causeway,

Mr, Mann: Have you seen it lately?

Mrs. Cowan: Tt is awfull

The MINISTER FOR WORRXS: The hon.
member ought to know something about it
Like a good many other ol my friends, he
delights in having a tilt at e row nnd then.
What i3 the matter with the Cavsewny?

Mr. Pickering: Yon might well ask!

Mr, Huchas: Go and have 2wtk ~n it!

M-. Mann: You will be iadicted for man-
slaughter if you don’t do souer ing with it
pretty soon.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But for
the Cavseway, the hon. membter wonld have
nothing whatever to grumble abovt, What
is the matter with the Canseway? Tf we had
the money for its replncoment, the Causeway
would he entirely removed, and a new and
proper strueture put in ifs place. Buot we
have not the necessary money. Pl-ns have
been prepared and put before Cabivet, but
the cost represents a sum of po less than
£136,000. Wrat, then, can be donet? We
can only vndertake to carry out such repairs
as tre Treasurer can provide for, He has
provided us with some cash. We first started to
put the trawmline in order, and the o*her part
of the work for which we have the money is
going on. T at has been held up, not because
we do not want to do the work anrd not to
give the hon. member an oprortunity to pour
out the vials of his wrath, bnt herause we
could not ret in ttis country, that has more
timber mills rrobably than anv other part
of Australia, the necessary timber to carry
on the work. We eould not g+t jarrah from
anybody, not even from onrr State mills, be-
cause we, as a commercial concern. had en-
tered into oblications that had to he honour-
ally carried out. Instead of puttin~ in jar-
rah, wp 'ad to decide to put in rowellised
karri. 'The timber is mow arrivirg dnily, and
the: work 38 in hand and will be proceeded
with provided a halt is called to the infernmal
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epidemic of stop-work., Members are aware
~—it is mo good blinding our eyes to the fact
—that there has been trouble and probably
will be more trouble over the work of the
Government conscquent upon  the recent
award, and I should not be surprised to see
the work on the Causeway stopped, just as
it has been stopped on the pig water scheme
we are tryving to get ready for the coming
summer, The whole of the work on the re-
servoir has been stopped.

Mr. Hughes: Why?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Because
¥ou have flouted the Arbiteation Court. 1t
has been stopped hecause the mer, according
to their views rightly, but accoriling to mine
wronglyv

Mr. Hughes: Because you packed the eourt
with politienl appointees,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is a
very wrong statement {o make.

Mr. Hughes: Tt is a right statement, and
you know it.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The lon,
member has the audacity to say we packed the
court?

Mr. Hughes: You put a political supporter
in the court to give decisions against Labhour,
and he has done it every time,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member should be ashamed to say it.

My, Hughes: T am not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Perbaps
not; there is nothing the hon. member would
be ashamed to say. [ have told members
the exaet position regarding the Causeway,
and ! repeat, that unless the stop-work tactics
are furter extended, this work will he pro-
ceeded with, If those tacties are extended, it
will not go en. Tt does not matter how many
members of Parliament ask questions or make
interjections, unless the men will work the
work cannot be doane,

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot explain the
Causeway merely by reason of this dispute.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I am not
attempting to. T am simply pointing out that
if the stop-work tactics are extended to the
Causeway, the work which can be done will
not be done. If members desire any further
information regarding the items on the Esti-
mates, I shall endeavour to supply it.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.19]: I con-
gratolate the Minister for Works wpon having
made an exception to the general rule in the
presentation of this year’s Estimates. We
ean always rely wpon him to enunciate his
policy and give a declaration of what he pro-
poses to do during the year. I am glad some
consideration is being given to the question
of roads. In this L shall have the support
of the member for Bunbury (Mr, Money) be-
cause he is an enthusiast in the matter of
roads. The development of the South-West
portien of the State cannot be proceeded with
unless it goes hand in hand with a policy of
road construction. Had the road construe-
tion for group settlements been entrusted in
its entirety to the Minister for Works, much
greater progress would have been made. He
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at least would bave appreciated the fact that
there is a proper scason at which to undertake
rcad construction. During that period of the
year when road construction shouid have been
vydertaken, gothing was duve; ot even was
the necessary metal for read repairs provided.
This year the whole of the South-West is
pretty well thrown out of action, While
South-Western members welcome the settle-
ment poliey, they rceollect that there are old
settlers in the distriet that have borne the
heat and burden of the day, improved the
country, and enabled us to undertake new
settlement there, and these old settlers have
been put out of action through inability to
get access to the markets. The position is
indeed serious. I Enow of at least two im-
stances of deaths on groups owing, in a mea-
sure, to the impossibility of getting the
patients to a doctor or a doctor lo the
patients.  The rpads have been anbsolutely
impassable.  Group No. 32 is eclose to my
farm, and it takes nearly a day to yet out to
it, a distance of about 14 miles. I have oe-
easion to go to my home perhaps once or
twice 5 month, and it takes me about four
hours to Jdo 14 miles. Half the distance I do
by ear, and the balance in a spring cart.

Mr. Marshall: Why not pet a camel?

Mr. PICKERING: 1 want something more
lively than a e¢amel. The absence of good
roads has increased enormously the cost of
supplying the groups with necessary commo-
dities, and this inerease has to be borne by
the group settlers.

Hon. P. Collter: The high charges are a
source of great complaint. I get letters from
down there every week complaining of the
high price of ecommodities.

Mr. PICKERING: The member for South
Fremantle (Mr, MeCallum) did me the court-
esy of passing over a letter from one of my
constituents, and it contained n similar com-
plaint. The writer pointed out that owing
to the heavy cost of delivering groceries and
other necessaries he, having a large family,
found it almost impossible to live on the sus.
tenance allowance.

The Minister for Works: You are not re-
ferring to roads that come under the Publie
Works Department?

Mr. PICKERING: T am referring to the
roads that serve the group settlements. Had
those roads been entrusted to the Minister for
Works, he would have seen that they were
put in proper condition.

Mr. Davies: I agree with you.

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister for
Works has done all that lay in his power to
make provision for proper roads where re-
quired.

Hon, P. Collier: Cannot we move to have
these roads transferred to the Works Depart-
ment?

Mr. PICKERING: If that is possible, 1
shall he glad to support it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Minister for
Works could not do it unless he had the
money.
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Hon. P. Collier: Give the roads to the
man that will do the job.

Mr. PICKERING: A good deal of money
that in my opinon has been wasted could have
been saved. Metal has been tipped into holes,
and has been absolutely wasted. If it had
been used at the proper season of the year,
it would have made good roads. Another im-
portant factor in the development of the
South-West is drainage. It is useless to
carry out drainage in a haphazard fashion.
The Stirling estate scheme demands the im-
mediate and earnest atieation of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. P, Collier: When T was in office the
settlers would not pay us any money on it.

Mr. PICEERING: The ratepayers of the
board fulfilled their obligations until the
board was sued by the ratepayers for damage
to their property owing fo the inefficiency of
the scheme.

The Minister for Works:
right there?

Mr. PICKERING: I shall try to prove it.
I know the Minister approved of certain
works that he realised were necessary to
make the gcheme effective, but the Minister,
as the member for North-East Fremantle
indicated a few minutes ago, could not do it
without money. There iz an agreement with
the settlers in the Stirling area, who paid a
high price for the land, that their holdings
would be drained, and after perusing the file
I am of opinion there is an obligaiion on the
Govermment to properly drain that country.
Had any private landheclder sold land under
tke conditions that the Government sold that
Jand, he would have been obliged to put in
an effective drainage scheme, It 13 time the
Government provided the drainage scheme
they agreed to instal under the contract of
sale. T hope the Minister will give this mat-
ter earnest consideration. It was brought
under his notiee in the presence of the Pre-
mier at the latest South-Western conference,
and the Premier said justice should be done.
Since then nothing has been done; I de mot
know whether that is justice. If there is an
agreement— and I say there is—to effectively
drain that area for the people who purchased
it, the agreement should be honoured by the
Government.

The Minister for Works: Was mnot the
scheme working well until the additional
water came down from tbe back countryf

Are you quite

(Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr. PICKERING: The scheme was work-
ing fairly satisfactorily, but in consequence
of the opening up of new country at Boy-
anup by repatriation seettlement and the
draining of that area into the Stirling
area, the increase of flood water has done
much damage to the Stirling country. Some
provision should be made to remedy it. 1
impress upon the Minister the urgent neces-
sity for providing adequate sidings on the
Margaret River railway. T congratulate him
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upon the progress now being made with that
line, which, I hope, will he completed before
the summer. But I do want him to take care
that sidings are put in at the proper places
where they will serve the greatest number of
people. I have had much experience in
my eclectorate of requests for the removal
of sidings to other sites, and it has been

most diffieult te get the Railway De-
partment to do anything. This trouble
could be obviated if the Minister ex-

creigsed the necessary care in the sclection
of sites for sidings during the initial
stages of railway comstruction, I hope the
Margaret River-Flinders Bay railway will be
put inte proper order. ‘That railway was
built by Millars Timber & Trading Co. as «
timber ling, and the Minjster knows a timber
line is not built to suit general railway pur-
poses. The curves, the grades, and the con-
dition of the line—it has been lying idle for
many years—uake it a dangerous proposition
for the Railway Department to operate. 1
hope the necessary steps will be taken at the
carliest possible moment to make the railway
effective. There are scttlers who have been in
that district sinece the early days, and who
have been without a railway for many years.
They, and the many group settlers in the dis-
trict, are entitled to a railway. The altera-
tions and repairs should be made coincident
with the construction of the Busselton-Mar.
garct River railway. Certain read boards in
my district have suggested that the Worka
Department should assist them hy way of
a loan on a pound for pound basis. The
Minister has referred to the sum of” £86,000
being allocated by the Fedcral Government on
a pound for pound basis. We all weleome the
allocation of that sum to this State. He has
received a eommunication from every member
of the Assembly with the cxception of him-
self. As one member remarked, it was quite
unnceessary for him to communieate with
himself as he had to give the decision as to
whether the money conld be spent. Tt is
noticeable that the roads in the Murray- Wel-
lington electorate are very fine roads. The
Harvey Road Board posscsses some of the
best roads in the State.

The Colonial Secretary: Some of the worst.

Mr., PICKERING: I hope the Minister
will consider a proposition from the road
hoards on the basis of that of the Commen-
wealth Government. If a 10ad board is pre-
pared to put up £1, will he consider the aa-
visability of assisting them to the extent of
pound for pound¥

The Minister for Works: Do you mean
lending them the money, for that would suit
me? At present I have to give it to them.

My, PICKERING: If a road board is pre-
pared to put up £I, I think the Minister
ghould be willing to supplement that by a gift
of another £1.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You mean that he
should lend them the £1 to put up and sup-
plement that with another £1.

Mr, PICKERING : Asmuch money as possible
is needed for the improvement of our main
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roads. Tt is necessary that legislation should
he introduced, for it is impossible for loeal
boards to stand the cost of main road con-
struetien, T hope a Bill on the linrs of the
Cuvuutry Roads Aet of Vietoriza will be in-
troduced at an early date to meet this po-
sition. I have one or two small eomplaints
to make with regard to the controi of the
Works Department.  The Minister paid a
great compliment to Mr, Williamson tor the
work he has done in connection with the new
post office. The Busselton Munieipal Couneil,
having everv confidence in the Minister, ap-
proached the department with regard to the
installation of an cleetriec light and water
scheme. Fhe department furnished an esti-
mate that the work wonld not eost above
a certain amount. 1 regret that the estimate
has been exeeciled. T hope the Minister will
not make that a charge against the munieipal
couneil, who had sueh confidlence in him and
in the departmental cstimate.

The AMinister for Warks: They asked for
more work to bhe done than wus first sug-
gested, and we did' it

Mr. PICKERING:
story put up to me,

Hon. P. Collier: Do you tlLink the general
ratepayers should pay for the insiallation ot
clectric light at Busselton?

AMr. PICKERING: If I had contracted to
do a certain work for a certain sum I would
‘be expected to fulfil my contract.

Mr. Corboy: The contractor in this case
is the State.

Mr. PICKERING: If the State enters
into a contract to do certain work for a cer-
tain sum, surely it is bound in honour to
carry out that work just as a private indi-
vidual would bave to do.

Mr. Corboy: So vyou do hold that the
general taxpayer should pay?

AMr. PICKERING: Yes, in this case. The
municipality cannot invelve itself in an ex-
penditure beyond its finanves. Tt gets a vote
from the ratepayers for a certain sum, and is
assured by the department that the sork will
not cost more than the amount stated.

Hon. P. Collier: You should have ad-
hered to the old candle age.

Ar. PICKERTNG: Busselton is a most
progressive town. It has installed an electric
light s¥stem that is more advanced than i3
found in many other towns.

Hon. P, Collier: Pax up and smile,

Mr., PICKERING: The Minister i3 aware
of the disagreement between himself and the
Busselton Council.

Hon. P. Cellier: They are pretty prosperous
there as a result of the group settlements.

The Colonial Sceretary: They always want
something.

Mr. PICKERING: The couneil asked the
department what the work would cost. The
department gave an outfside rrice, and should
be prepared to pav the difference.

Hon. P, (sllier: How mnch was the exeeas?

Mr, PICKERING: About £400 or £500.

Hon. P. Collier: That is nothing.

That was not the
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The Minister for Works: It is all work
outside the contract, and wark that they
asked should be done.

Mr. PICKERING: I have made very littls
complaint, and endeavoured only to impress
upon the Minister the necessity for proceed-
ing with urgent works. Additions to the
hospital are required at onmece. Thesc have
heen approved and I hope the Minister will
put the work in hand at once. During this
month there were 35 maternity cases mainly
in connection with the group settlements.
There are only four beds in the maternity
hospital in Busselton for the accommodation
of these eases.

The Colonial Seerctary: There are six heds.

Mr. PICKERING: There are four.

Mr. Mann: You have a maternity hospital,

My, PICKERING: That is closed. The
new onc that has heen opened contains ouly
four beds. This State requires population.
Tt is encouraging women to come here and
shomld realise its responsibilities. The most
remarkable faector in connection with settle-
ment in this State is the manner in which
women are settling down to their new lives
in their rough huts. Their fortitude is really
surprising.  The State shonld do its utmost
to meet those obligations that rightly belong
to them.

Hon. P. Collier: They will follow the men
anywhere and stick te them.

Mr. PTCKERING: That is all the more
ereditalle to them. The places to which some
min take them necessilates a lot of couraye
on their yart,

Mr, Corboy: Tn the Sussex clectorate?

Alr, PICKERING: That is not the onty
place.  Throse who go to the Sussex clee

torate and are prepared to work will surely
meet with suceess, We shonld do our utmost
te enable them to achieve suwecess in sur-
roundings as happy and eomfortahle as they
can he made for them. T know it is the de-
sire of every member that everything possible
should be done for the ecomfort, safety, and
welfare of the women who are engaged in
this noble work.

Mr. MOXEY (Bunbury) [8.37]: It is very
pleasing to know that the advoeacy of good
roads, which T have stressed for so many
years, is now being endorsed by members
gencrally. T hope in duc conrse this may bear
fruit. T should have heen more pleased if
the Minister had been in the positien to in-
form us that he was prepared to stop other
work in favour of ecarrving out the requisite
road counstructien, repairing, and drainage.
The condition of our roads constitutes the
greatest obstacle to progress and development
in the South-West.

The (oloninl Sceretary: He is continually
stressing that point.

Mz, MONEY: But he gets no further. 1
should be pleased if some seheme could he
devised for putting our roads into such con-
ditinn that thev conld he used.

Mr. Davies: The Minister s a South-West
member.,
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Mr. MONEY: I am not speaking against
him, but against the system.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We could do a lot if
we had a million or two to spare.

Mr. MONEY: True. This work reyuires
the expenditure of a considerable sum of
money, but it would be money well spent. Tt
has been admitted that half a man’s power is
lost throngh having to travel over a bad road,
necessitating two trips a day instead of one.
This represents a loss of 50 per cent. of bhis
labour. Fully 75 per cent. of a man’s labour
is lost for three months in the year hecause
he does not possess proper and ordinary com-
munication over his roads. No country in
the world can afford to put vp with such a
statc of affairs. Apparently the greater
the settlement the worse the position will
become. It behoves every member of this
Chamber to impress upon the Government the
importance of this question, and to see
whether some means cannot be devised, some
board ereated, whereby, even to the expendi-
ture of loan money, the desired result ¢an he
achieved. It would he better to stop all
railway construction that may be contem-
plated, and place the roads in order that are
serving the railways already constructed. This
wonld bhe a far better paying proposition
to the State, would mean more production,
and be of greater benefit to the people.
A third of the expenditurec ou our country
roada is absolutely wasted because they are
not drained.

Mr. A, Thomson: Far more damage is
done to them by water than by any other
means,

Mr. MONEY: If a third of the money
that has been spent on them had been ex-
pended in draining off the water, they
could be used to-day. I have seen scores of
miles of roads formed by all kinds of
machines, sometimes by hand, and made up

of the material through which the road
runs, but none of them drained. It would
be Dbetter to have drained them and left

them in their natural solidity, than to have
attempted to construct roads under the
present system. It ean hardly be called an
attempt at read construction when al! that
is done is to form up the loose earth and
leave it at that, By doing this the natural
solidity of the ground has been spoilt and

rendered  unfit for uwse. I have known
of a main road to be re-formed. Tt had
previously been wmade of rotten material
-and had sunk in the middle. Tt was then
ploughed up and rte-formed and a horse
that was pgoing along it beeame bogged
and died. The road has again gone
flat and is low in the middle. Two
years had to pass hefore it could he

used, and I suppose another attempt will
be made to re-form it. The trouble arose
beeanse the road had not becn drained. Tt
is more like a sponge in winter than anvthing
else.

The Minister for Works: Who made the
road.

Mr. MONEY: A road board,

The Minister for Warks: Of course.
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Mr. MONEY: What could a road hoard
do when it has 250 miles of road to con-
struct and maintain, and a revenue of only
£600 or £700? The whole position is im-
possible.

. The Minister for Works: Some have less
than that.

Mr., MONEY: This is one of the most
important subjects we have to deal with.
Until some real improvement is effected, [
do not propose to let the matter drop.
Every member must agree that we are in
an awful position, that no real and solid
attempt is made to grapple with it. Is
there any capable ¢ivil engineer in Western
Australia who could take charge of this
important subject? Are we obliged to put
up with a little assistance sneh as £200 here
and £200 there, when many thousands of
pounds are required? When that small
amount bas been spent we are still without
roads that are worthy of the designation.

The Minister for Works: Tt is not a ques-
tion of engineers but of £ s, d,

Mr. Cdrhoy drew attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorumn formed.

Mr, MONEY: In thizs matter, which has
heen recognised as importaut by every pro-
gressive eountry for yoars past, are we
still to be the wait-awhiles and the sleep-
awhiles? Americu recognised her position
in that respect five years ago, and set about
expending millions on her road communica-
tions. It was pleasant the other day to
read an article by Mr. Hughes, the ex-Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth, stressing
the importance to Australia of good roads.
It was flattering to a member of the South-
West confercnce of five years ago to see
that Mr. Hughes used such words as these,
‘“There are many people like the Minister
for Public Works, saying it is a matter of
finance, and we cannot afford it. But we
eannot afford not to do it, at no matter
what eost.’”’ The same thought was ex-
nresseid  at  that Sonth-West conference.
The Commonwealth are putting up a sum
of £96,000 for the purpose of road conatrue-
tion in Western Australia,

The Minister for Works:
got the money yet.

Mr. MONEY: I am sorry Western Aus-
tralia did not immediately represent the
inadequacy of that amount to her needs.

The Minister for Works: How do you
know that was not done?

Mr. MONEY: T listened attentively to
the speech of the Minister for Works, amdl
T did not hear one word of complaint on
that seore.

The Minister for Works: I
careful.

Mr. MONEY: A sum of £250,000 wonld
have been helpful to Western Australia. All
the migrants would at present be hetter
oceupied in fAnishing that part of Western
Australia which is already settled, than iu

We have not

had to be
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creating further unfinished districts which
will represent a financial drag on the State.
I would like to see a few svores of miles
of real reaus comstructed, roads capable s
being used for every Kind of traflic at all
scagons of the year. A read ds not a rand
if it can be used at only one period of the
year. A track through the bush would
serve the settlers Juring the summer; a road
is needed in the winter, Some board or some
hody should be created to deal with the
question seriously. Turning now to drainage,
1 say that withour that factor it is useless
to expend money on the lands. With regard
to draining South-Western lands in particular,
I do not kmow hew many hundreds of thows-
ands of pounds of the taxpayers’ money has
been expended on the drainage of agrienl-
tural areas, but I do know that up to the
present there has been no complete thought-
out scheme, A bit of drainage has been done
here and there, equivalent to shiootiug the water
from ogre man's laud on to that of his neigh-
bour, Probably members have read in the
Press about the lcgses yustained by the potato
growers at Benger Swamp, losses totalling
many thousands of pounds., There has been
a drainage scheme on their land, with the re-
sult that the water concentrated, and sa con-
tributed largely to their losses. [f their land
had not been flogded, there would have been a
similar result to the settlers on the Wellesley
River. Excess water is depriving South-West-
ern produeers of 50 per cent. of their produce
every year. Their crops are starved throngh
baving been grown on water-logged land. T
shali he told that last winter was a speeial
winter in the Sonth-West, Bnt nearly all the
winters in the South-West are special. In
1921 the South-West was flooded during May,
June, and July, the same as this year. The
loss 18 one which comes practically every other
year. The problem mnst be grappled with and
comprehensively handled. We must ealeulate
the quantity of water to be dealt with, and
deal with it at the outfall. In the ahsence
of such a system, the present losses must re-
cur again and again.  As we develop and
ringbark and cnltivate our country, we con-
tribute more water year Ly wvear to be denlt
with. As we develop our country in the in-
terior, it becomes drained, thus increasing the
flow of water. Ringbarking of timber mecans
so mueh more water in the soil, and springs
breaking out everywhere, and streams run-
ning in summer.

The Migister for Works: You are quite
right, but we have not the neecssary funds
available,

Mr. MOXEY: That interjection makes me
wonder where the money is coming from for
the proposed Dhwarda-Narrogin railway. The
people whose claims for a drainage scheme
I am advancing are fhickly settled and are
going in for intense ecultivation, whilst a
motor car would at present serve the settlers
in the distriet throngh which the Dwarda-
Narrogin line is to be constructed.

The Minister for Works: I do not asree
with you.
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Mr. MONEY: T have nothing to say
aguinst railway construction in the Margaret
Kiver district, but [ do maintain that it would
pay us many times over o make a coaplete
district with proper drainage, a district pro-
ducing 100 per cent. instead of, as to-day,
0 per cent.

The Minister for Works: L agree with ¢very
word of that.

Mr. MOXEY: The only objectien, then,
is the difiiculty of carrying out what is neces-
sary. But it can ke doane if the mind is given
to it.. I know of my own knowledge where
some work is costing Yd, per chain with proper
machinery, and exaetly the same work in an-
other Qistrict, done without machinery, is
costing Os. per chuin, 1n the Iatter cuse a
shovel is being used; in the former a road-
making machine, which, however, cost only
£38, IE there is n department in c¢harge of
roads and bridges and drainage, there should
be gsome plan tor bringing about the adoption
of the most ecougmical means,

The Minister for Works: 1 agree with that,
too.

Mr. MONEY: Certain road beards carry
on their work without any plant or machinery
whatever, It is more than high time that
this whole subjeet should come under some
capable civil engineer, who would not permil
such a state of affairs to continue. While
unwilling to bring in the finances of the
State too much, I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the condition of affairs which I
have described contributes greatly to our
financial deficit. Countries we are competing
with are acting differcntly. Tn vicw of the
annual  deficitp, weé should seek knowledge
and endeavour to ascertain the why and the
wherefere. Our only hope is te be up to date,
Asg for the group settlers who are going in
for intense cuitivation and the soldier settiers
who are repatriated in the South-West, unless
they ure wiven means of communication avail-
able at all periods of the ycar, it is impos-
sible for them to sueceed, Lf that is not to
be dene, although T am a3 member represent-
ing part of the South-West, T say: Cease de-
veloping the South-West! Unless we give
them these cssentials and give them a chance
to succeed, we should cease that development.
Take the doirying indvstry. | know of dairy
herds that are cut of wse, hecause it ig im-
possible to take the c¢ream and butter fats to
the siding. We desire to extend our dairy.
ing industry. In order to do that it is neces-
sary to take the cream to the sidings at least
three times a weck. If we had good roads
and effective drainage, I would have no hesi-
tation in being a ecomplete optimist, If we
had that, the development of the country
would be assured and our financial posgition
would he remedied. We can _do it by econ-
amic methods which will he payable, instead
of being content to follow present-day
methods. The Minister has acknowledged the
facts I have placed before the House pre-
viously, and T hope that when he replies he
will tell us that the position is entirely ap-
preciated by the Gavernment, and that some
suggestions will be fortheoming whereby the
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present unsatjsfactory condition of affairs
will be altered. I do not desire to detract
from the importance of the metropolitan area,
but I am astonished at the difTerentiation
between that part and the country distriets,
I am under the ijmpression that under the
Traffic Act fees for all cars are collected in
the metropolitan area. Y. see nu provision
for the distribution of the fees to deal with
the roads over which the cars procecd.

The Minister for Works: Only in the metro-
politan area.

Me. MONEY: Ts that fair?

The Minister for Works: You were here
when the legislation was passed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is £30,000 odd
provided on the Estimates,

Mr. MONEY: The receipts from those cars
are distributed in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Works: The licenses are
taken ouf in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Mann: It works out both ways, for
the eountry cars come to the eity.

Mr. MONEY: What i3 the use of the Min-
ister providing £30,000 for the wvpkeep of
50,000 miles of ropd. As the Minister recog-
nises, it is utterly impossible to keep the
roads in a useable condition by the expendi-
ture of the rates paid to read beards, even
with the addition of the £30,000. Admitting
. that, I hope the Minister will be advised to
seek a remedy. Ameriea in one year borrowed
many ntillions, for she reengnised the neces-
gity for good roads.

Mr. Davies: -But America has 110,000,000
- prople,

Mr, MONEY: [ @o not ask for the same
amount, but surely we can Qo the same thing
in proportion to our pepulation,

The Minister for Works: We are doing
more in proportion to our population than
Ameriex has done.

Mr. Davies: That is true,

Mr. MONEY: But then Amerien is getting
perfect roads and we are getting imperfeet
roads! That is the difference. America ro-
cogrmises the mnecessity for having proper
roads; we do not! Without those facilities,
the position is impossible. T have confined
my remarks to the nccessity for drainage,
the absence of which has oceasioned the
greatest losses from which the South-West
has suffered, and the necessity for good roads
and means of communication, I trust we
shali hear from the Government that they
recognise the position and that more money
will be spent in those districts already served
by railways and settled. We should not ap-
prove of any further extensions until that is
done.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.4]: Hon. members must have
been delighted at the remarks of the member
for Bunbury (Mr. Money)! Everyone agrees
with what he says, but econnnon senze has to
be excreised as well.

The "Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When an hon, mem-
her advecatss that we ghonld do what America
has done, T do not know how to judge his
mentality. Just fancy 350,000 people carry-
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ing out a2 seheme such ag that America took
in_hand with her millions of population.

Mr, Davies: She has 110,000,000,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is ridiculous
for any hon, member to advocate such a
thing.

Mr. Mann: And look at the time America
has been settled.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Put that aspect
aside; the thing is ridieulons. The Estimates
show that £47,000 is provided for roads.

Mr. Money: The American expenditure
was £30,000,000.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We cannot approach
that. Our territory is nearly as large as
that of America.

The Minister for Works: Apart from that,
we have net the population.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Our population
econld not stand sweh an  impost. The
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) and the
member for Bunbury (Mr. Money) said we
should form a hoard with power to berrow
money to carry out this work. Imagine a
State like Western Australia, with its long
distances between one setflement and another,
appeinting a board to construet roads through-
out the State and to horrow money for that
purpose!  We could not pay the interest on
the money the work would ianvolve.

Mr. Money: What would you do te remedy
the position?

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: What the Govern-
ment are doing to-day, and what has been
done for years past. T wounld advance by
degrees. It ecannot be done in any other way.

My, Money: We are going backwards.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Bunbury put up the strougest argument T
have heard against the group settlement in
the South-West. He said, ‘‘Stop all the ex-
penditure of money and the extension of
railways, Don’t do any more, but complete
the roads in the sctfled districts where rail-
ways are constructed at present.’”’ What
would that mean? It would mean that we
would make good roads for those settlers who
hold thousands of acres, where 100 acres
would be sufficient for any farm. That is
the diffienify in that part of the South-West.
We are suffering beeausc of large holdings.
If the Premier’s Closer Settlement Bill had
heen agreed to, these landhdlders eonld have
ben  dealt with, and there would have
been a larger population to shoulder
the cost of & road-making scheme. The
member for DBunbury referred to the
group settlements. The Government are build-
ing the Margaret River railway to furnish
those settlers with transport facilities, and
that may possibly mean an alteration regard-
ing the roads leading into Busselton. The
memher for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) said
that he had taken so long to traverse four
miles over the roads in the loenl road board
district, Who is responsible for keening the
roads there in a proper condition? The hon,
membar should know we have Local Govern-
ment Aets here and that certain responsibili-
ties are imposed upon those in charge of loeal
governing districts. The hon, member com-
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plained that the road boards were not carry-
ing out those duties. Who i3 to blame for
that? Surely it is those who elect the mem-
bers of the road boar? to the positions they
occupy to-day. We have other legislation
for the crealivn of drainage boards. The
hon. member did not ask that that legislation
should be given effect to.

Mr, Pickering: You realise that it cannot
be done.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: And the State can-
not do it.

Mr, Pickering: At any rate the local gov-
erning bodies cannot.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Had the hon. mem-
ber been present to hear what I said he would
not interject. Does the hon. member mean
to say that he would close up all the group
settlements in the South-West®

Mr. Pickering: No.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN:
would mot.

Mr. Money: I did not say that.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: You said it was
better to close up.

Mr. Money: I did not.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: You said it was
possible to have the new immigrants en-
ployed in finishing those things, and you said
in your concluding remarks that it would be
far better to close down entirely in the de-
velopment of the South-West.,

Mr. Money: I did not say that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course you did.
Let us use a little common sense. If the
State is to be developed, we must have popu-
lation. We cannot provide for that popula-
tion unless we open np mnew areas, Indi-
viduals outside Bunbury and in other parts
in the South-West should be made to dispose
of their large areas by means of a land tax,
We cannot provide proper roads until we have
the people to pay for ihe cost.

Mr. Pickering: Our newcomers do not pay
rates for some years.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I admit that,
and I replied te that point before vou eame
in. I pointed out that in the Busselton area,
for instance, the main roads might be al-
tered to lead to the station.

Mr. Pickering: That is right, as feeder
roads.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: It surprises me to
hear the complaints about our roads. We
have the same in the metropolitan area.
Those who are in charge of our roads are
blamed because they are in bad order. Those
concerned would receive greater condemna-
tion if they struck a rate to meet the neces-
sary expenses to put the roads in order.

The Minister for Works: That is so. I
have been trying to get the road bhoards to
strike a decent rate but they will not do so.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Of course not.

The Minister for Works: If I bring any
pressure to bear, the loeal authorities appeal
to members of Parliament.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The member for
Bunbury should remcmber that the muniei-
palities and the metropolitan area do not get

QOf ecourse he
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any assistance from the Government. The
read boards get subsidies not only under the
Loan Aect, from the Revenuo Estimates and
under the Property Trust Account, but they
get also n 102 in the pound subsidy.

Ar. Harrison: Not now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Well, until quite
recently.

The Minister for Works:
sidy is £300 per anoum.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It varies accord-
ing to the rates struck, So the State as a
whole i3 assisting in the maintenance of roads
outside the metropolitan area. Yet the hon.
member claims that the £12,000 or £14,000
per annum derived from the taxation of metor
cars should be partially expended in country
districts.

Mr. Harrison: Because the country districts
have to provide roads for the metropolitan
motors. .

Hoon. W. C. ANGWIN: Only the compara-
tively few who go out on Sundays use the
eouniry roads; aml it must be rememhered
that those people, as general tuxpayers, are
helping to maintain the eountry roads, in ad-
dition to their payments for the upkeep of
of metropolitan roads. On our present popu-
lation it is impossible to carry ount what is
proposed by the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Money).

AMr. Pickering:
to those districts.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Yes, to the best of
our ability. Road making in the South-West
will beerme a charge on the general tax
payer; but who will pay the costs of develop-
ment? The man on the land, If the mones
were expended as the memher for Bunbuory
desires, the charge would fall on the State as
a whole by way of taxation—and surely our
taxation is high enough!

Mr. Money: The State shonld be iespon
sible for the outfall drains.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: "We have a debt of
£59,000,000, so we eannot do it.

Mr. Money: We willi have a greater debt
if we do not do it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That is all very
well in an election speceh, but it is of ne
use here. TUnder our system, we cannot do
what the hon. member propuses.

Mr. Money: Then the system must he

The biggest aub-

Still, we must give aeecess

altered.
Hon, W. €. ANGWIXN: It cannot he al-
tered. We must drain as required. We can

not do a whole area at once. Take the Pecl
Estate, Tt is proposel to extend that work
down to Bunbury. But it cannot be done all
at once, The settlers who have taken up land
there will have to pay for the land, but the
cost of the drainage will fall on the general
community.

My, Money: The outfalls must be a national
charge.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: On the Peel Es-
tate the price charped has heen increased to
recoup the State for the money expended
there. In the districts the member for Bun-
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bury would have drained, some of the land
was taken up 30 years ago.

The Minister for Warks:
years ago!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tn areas up to
10,000 aecres. The holders will reap all the
advantage, anl will sell to smaller holders,
who will have to pay the costs of the drain-
age and, in addition, to meet increased
taxation. Looking through the Estimates, 1
thought what a happy position the Minister
would be in but for the new works. The
other night T remarked that the Soldier Bet-
tlement Scheme, the Group Settlements, and
the Industries Assistance Board Votes were
omitted from discussion, beeause the amounts
had been transferred to other Votes. We find
in these Estimates that the total expenditure
last year on the whole of the business of the
Public Works Department was £6,703. If
there had been credited to the department the
commisgion of £8,167 paid into the Treasury,
the Public Works Department would have
shown a profit of £14,064.

The Minister for Works: That is right.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TIf this had heen
transferred, as the other Votes were, we
should have had no opportunity to diseuss the
items. The Minister is to be congratulated
on the success of his department during the
yvear. The water revenue, ete., and the com-
mission earmed, amounted tc £14,064, more
than the actual cost of the department. The
department has been workod econmomieally,
There is one officer whose attentinn should be
confined to the Works Department, instend of
being split up, as at present. Roads have
heen made and railways built, necessi-
tating an inerease in staff. As usual,
the Works Department is to have but little
cxpenditure, Tor new works, £46,000 is pro-
vided, and for buildings—mostly repairs—
£23,000.  Then there is another couple of
thousand for other repairs in other depart-
ments, No public works are heing carried
out from revenue. T trust the time is not
far distant when the Government will again
be able to eorry out new works from revenue
instead of from loan. I realise the difficulties
of the Minister. Other departments are
catered for first, and when it comes to the
Public Works Department there is no revenue
left. The Works Department has hecome n
secondary consideration, instead of one of the
most impertant of the departments. T agree
with the member for Sussex {Mr. Pickering)
that it i3 entirely wrong that any other de:
partment should take charge of constructional
work. T do not admit the Lands Department
should do work on the group settlements. The
engineer, Mr. Anketell, should be kept en-
tirely under the Minister for Works and the
Enginecer-in-Chief. The Lands Department
know mothing ahbout constructional work, yet
the board they have appointed has full charge
of the constrnetion of various works at the
group settlements. It is under the direction
of two officers who knrow nothing whatever
ahout the work.

Some of it Yu
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The Minister for Works: That is pretty
severe.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is justified.

Those two officers instruct the engineer, the
only man who does know.

Mr. Mann: Does not Mr. Camm know any-
thing?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: He has nothing to
do with it. There are only Mr. MeLarty and
Mr. Richardson. The expert officer is in the
minority ail the time. It wounld he better to
transfer it back to the Works Department,
and allow the Epgineer-in-Chief to c¢onsult
with the engineer ir charge. The work would
then be more efficiently earried out.

Mr.MANN (Perth) [10.30]: I was pleased
to hear the Minister’s assurance that the
Causeway, which is really the pateway to the
metropolitan area, is to be put into something
like good order.

Mr. Harrison :
south,

Mr. MANN: Not only from the south but
from the east and north. The whole of the
traffic to the Midland area, the eastern dis-
tricts, to Buonbury and to Albany, has to
pass over the Causeway, and it has not been
safe for traffic for some time. The Minijster
spoke in complimentary terms of the manner
in which the police are administering the
Trafic Aet. 1 would like him to see the
office accommodation where the police have
to do this work. They are confined in a
loose box at the end of the stables, in the.
same building as the horses ocevpy, and have
been working there for over twe years. When
they undertook the administration of the Act,
it was thought they would have to occupy
this accommeodation for only a brief period
and . that svitable buildings would then be
found for them. One after another the offi-
cers have suffered from illness that is attri-
buted to the bad accommedation. Any per-
son requiring to register a motoer ear has to
climb through the stable yard to get to the
office.

The Minister for Works: We know all
abhout it and are trying to do what we can.
They kunow this.

Mr. MANN: Tf the department know all
about it, there is a greater reason for pro-
viding improved aecommodation. The officers
have been patiently waiting for better aec-
commodation for a long time.

The Minister for Works: I was thinking of
shifting them to the Barracks, where there is
plenty of room, bnt they would not like that.

Mr. MANN: Tf the police are to admin-
ister the Aect, the whole of the staff should be
under one control, and it would not be easy
to control one portion of the staff loeated in
the Barracks at the western end of St.
George 's-terrace and the other portion of the
staff located in Beaufort-street. Surely the
time has arrived when proper accommodation
should bhe provided. Having directed the
Minister’s attention to this matter, and the

The gateway from the
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Minister having admitied he is aware of it,
my duety ends.

Mrs, COWAN (West Perth) [10.33]: We
can congratulate the Minister on many things
connected with his department. I support
the member for Sussex (Mr, Pickering) in
many of his remarks. When he spoke about
the roads, it seemed to we a dreadful condi-
tion of affairs, As a woman I thank him en
behalf of the women of the State for the
splendid way in which he to-nignt, and a few
nights ago, spoke of the difficulties the women
have to face, more particularly as regards
hospital accommodation required under cer-
tain conditions. He gave a most graphic de-
seription of the difficulty of getting over some
of the roads. 1t takes him four hours to
travel over a distance of about 14 miles.
When we realise that many of the group set-
tlements are miles forther away, what must
be the length of time and the discomforts
that the women have to endure? The mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Money) also deseribed
the dreadful condition of the rouds. e said
that animals had suffered injury and some
had even heen killed when traversing those
roads. T again stress the necessity for sup-
porting the member for Sussex in his efforts
to remedy this condition of affairs in his dis-
trict and to help to remedy it in other dis-
tricts ontside his electorate, because there are
a good many about whom no one seems to
be troubling very much. T wish it were
possible for the responsible Minister to
provide in each of the group settlements
a small shack where women could be ac-
commodated, or cases of accident counld be
attended to by neighbours, or by any satis-
factory help that could be arranged through
certified women who understood how to
nurse under the conditions that may arise
in those scttlements, While listening to the
members for Sussex and Bunbhury, I felt more
and more how necessorv it was to have women
in this Heuse, and how necessary it was for
the women’s organisations to come forward
as they have done and are doing to take a
hand in the matter of helping their sisters
through what otherwise might mean a period
of serious neglect that may prove veey harm-
ful to the settlement scheme, to say nothing
of its ill-effeets upon themselves and their
children.

AMr. STUBBS {Wagin) [10.36]: I realise
the difficulties eonfronting the Minister
when applications are made from time in
time for money for the constructinn anid
maintenance of roads. Tf he had £100,000
placed at his disposal br the Treaszury, it
could be spent to great advantage in the
South-West, the representatives of which
have so often stressed the tremendous diffi-
cwlties nnder which the people there labour,
But I would like to direct attention to the
diflicnlties that have arisen in the Great
Southern owing to the tremendous tioods
experienced last June, when thousands of
pounds worth of roads were washed com-
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pletely away. Two road boards in my elee-
torate have not the money to replace these
roads, nor could they raise it by imposing
an extra rate. Applications have been made
to the Minister for assistance, but T regret
to say he has been compelled to turn them
down. The road boards were willing 1o
gpead pound for pound te repair the
damage, but not a penny could be spared
from the Minister’s vote for the purpose.
The Minister should satisfy himself as to
whether he has a competent road engineer
in his department. If he could spare the
time, I would like him to travel from Perth
along the Armadale-road for five or six
miles, There he would see public moneys
being absolutely sguandered in the con-
struction of roads. This is a serious state-
ment, but T make it in all sincerity, and it
I eannot prove it, the Minister can chal-
lenge me to withdraw it. A few wecks ago
several members of this House aceompanied
me in a motor car along that road. Patches
of road from one-bhalf to three-quarters of a
mila in extent were being reconstructed
and, between the portions uniler reconstrue-
tion, the good sections were being cut to
their very foundations by dragging across
them material to repair the bad parts.
These are absolute facts, and I challenge
anyone to deny the truth of my statement
that public moneys are being squandered on
that road. An hon. member is present to-
night who was with me, and who can con-
firm what I say.

The Minister for Works: Where was this
particular part of the road?

Mr. STUBBS: It wau some four or five
miles from the Perth Causeway.

The Minister for \Works: That would be
in the Canning Road Board.

Mr. STUBBS: T understood the Minister
for Works to say a little while ago that the
Government were finding a large sum of
money for Lhe reconstruevion of this road.
Perhaps the Minister will see for himself
what is being done with the public fuads in
this regard. 1 rvecently returned from a
visit to a country that prides itself on
having the best roads in the world; I refer
to the Malay States. In that country the
Government maintain aod construct aill the
roads. They employ compefent engineers,
whose services cannot be obtained under
salaries ranging from £1,000 to £1,200 a
vear, plus about £500 a year allowance.
There is trafic on the roads just as heavy
as it is on the Austrilian roads. They
have heavy motor wagons carrying ecight or
10 tons of rubber and other products, but
notwithstanding this the roads are as
smooth as the carpet on the floor of this
Chamber for a distance of 2,000 odd miles.

The Minister for Works: 'They do not
pay 14s. 34. a dav for Iabour up there.

Mr. STUBBS: That is wot the point. Are
we getting value for the money we are
spending?  What 4§s the use of spending
thousands of pounds en roads if they are
to be destroved jn the manner that I have
shown in respect to this particular main
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road, within a few miles of the ety of
Pertht I understand the work has been
done under the supervision of departmental
officers. I admit the impossibility of
making bricks without straw. An engineer
eannot be conversant with all phases of
engineering, but many professional men
make a special stedy of road constreenon,
I know the Minister will aceept my criti-
cism in the right spirit. There is no more
conscientious member of this House, in the
way he looks after the interests of his de-
partment, than the Minister for Works, I
am not given to carping criticism, but X do
think the time is ripe when we should
obtain the services of a first-class competent
road engineer. This would save the eountry
thousands of pounds. I support the vote,
but regret more money is not available for
urgent and necessary public works.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [10:45]: The
Mipister has given us an assurancc that the
Causeway would be placed in a condition of
decent repair.

Tlie Minister for Works: You will see some-
thing to support my assurance if you look
at the Couseway. The material has been de-
livered and the men are working.

Mr. HUGHES: Is the £400 on the Esti-
mates going to be the limit of expenditure?

The Minister for Works: About £13,000
will be spent on the Canseway by the time
we have finished. If the men will enly work
instend of stopping, we hope to finish in a few
months’ time.

My, HUGHES: The Causeway will have to
be rebuilt sooner or later. Perhaps it would
be wise if the Government commenced the
work of reconstruetion straight away. The
Minister spoke of the men stopping work.
I would draw his nttention te the fact that
the Government took a political supporter who
had lost his seat in Parliament and is a well-
known opponent of Labour, and put him on
the bench of the Arbitration Court to be an
arbitrator. When they did that they de-
stroved the value of the work of the Arbitra-
tion Court.

The Minister for Works:
dalion for that statement

Mr. Pickering: I is not fair,

Mr. HUGHES: What would membera op-
posite have said if the member for South
Fremantle had beey taken from his position
at the Trades Flall and put on the Arbitration
Court hench?

Mr. Johnston:
tion iz analagous.

Mr. HUGHES: I do. The member Ior
South Fremantle was sceretary of the Trades
Hall. T told the workers they would be fool-
ish te go to the court under present condi-
tions.

Mr, Johnston: You are misleading then.

Mr. CHATRMAN: 1 cannot allow a dis-
cossion on the Arbitration Court under this
vote.

Mr. HUYGHES: The Minister for Works
took the opportenity of getting in a little
pulitical |repaganda.

There is no foun-

You do not think the posi-
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The Minister for Works: [ did not thmnk
about politics, but only about the work. If
you thought more about work than politics
you would be more useful bere.

Mr., HUGHES: I do as much work as the
Minister does. T am sorry I am not allowed
to reply to the statoments he has made. I am
pleased he has taken the Causeway in hand,
and desire to give him credit for that.

The Minister for Works: T do not want
any eredit, but desire to see the work done.

Mr. HUGHES: For years we have been
trying to get something done aloug the fore-
shore to minimise the mosquito nuisance. The
East Perth Progress Asso¢iation put up a
proposal to the Minister that a retaining wall
shonld be built with a view to filling in the
low-lying ground, and thus largely do away
with mosquitoes. The Minister was good
enough to instruet an cngincer to go into the
question with a view to making a report. If
he is favourable to the scheme, and if it is
at all workable, it would have a material
effect in minimiging the mosquito nuisance
in East Perth and Canning elcetorates.

The Minister for Works: T am sure you
ara right.

Mr. HUGHES: I give the Minister erediu
tor that too. Another important question
is that of raillway bridges in the metropulitan
area. If ome visits u level erossing in Perth
at any time during the day, one will see a
large number of vehiecles held vp by passing
traing. If it were possible to calenlate the
loss of time and money that must acerue to
the people of the metropolitan area from the
stoppage of this traffic, it would probably be
found to represent in one year the cost of a
railway bridge. My electorafe is no excep-
tion to the rule.

Mra. Cowan: West Perth 13 as bad.

Mr, HUGHES: They are all in the same
boat. Very often one can see 2z qucue of
vehieles, containing produee and merchandise
of all kinds, hung up at one of these cross-
ings. TFor ten years therc have been com-
plaints owing to the absence of a bridge over
Claisebrok-road, but we get no further. T hope
the Minister “will go into the question and
give svme ocousideration to the metropolitan
area as apart from the country. Half fhe
people of the State are handling the business
in the ecity, and this negleet is causing enor-
mous delay and inconvenience. The question
warrants the urgent attention of the Min-
ister,

Mrs. Cowan: Ts it not the business of the
Minister for Railways to recommend a bndge
first?

Mr. Johnston: Or to build it.

Mr. HUGHES: I understand it is a gques-
tion for the Minister for Works. Bridges
in the metropolitan areas are just as impor-
tant as thosc in the agricultural centres. We
in Perth are suffering from had reads, which
are in ng hotter cordition than they are else-
whete in the State. Much of our trouble is due
to the refusal of the Government to amend
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the Munijeipal Corporations Act and give us a
proper system of rating. Tf the Government
wani to improve the roads, especially those
roads which carry a great deal of country as
well as of city traffiec, ther should consider
the adeisableness of giving ihe municipalities
power to rate on a sane and sound system.
T trust that in his reply the Minister for
Works will give an assurance that the Gov-
ernment will bring dewn a Bill ¢ amend the
Municipal Corporations Aect in that respeet.
T fail to see why the Government should hesi-
tate to do ¢o, seeing that everybody con-
cesned 38 in favour of this amendment as re-
presenting the only means by which improve-
ment of our reads ean be seeured. T do not
suggest that the Government should endeav-
our to pass all the amendments in the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act which have been asked
for, hut this particular amendment they could
put through in half-an-hour, and thus confer
a great benefit on the metropolitan areca.

Progress reported.

RESOLUTION—CANCER, TREATMENT
AT PERTH HOSFITAL,

Message received from the Couneil request-
ing coneurrence of the Assembly in the fol-
lowing resolution: ‘‘That in the opinion of
this House it is desirable that the Perth Hos-
pital should be equipped with the modern
X-ray apparatus necessary for the treatment
of cancer hy the method known as ‘deep
therapy_? L)

On motion by Mr. Richardson, considera-
tion of the Message made an Order of the
Day for the next sitting.

House adjourned at 10.54 pm.

Legistative Council,

Tuesday, Znd Oclober, 1923,
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RILL—SUPPLY (Mo, 2). £1,050,000.
Second eading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION {Hon.
J. Ewing—Sonuth-West) [+.37] in moving the
svcomi reading sawl: Lt is necessary to have
a Supply Bill covering the two months of Sep-
ember amd October.  The Estimates of Re-
venue and Expenditure wre making good pro-
gress clsewhere, and it is hoped that hy the
end of October not only will the Estimates
have been passed by another place, but that
this JHouse will be in possession of the Ap-
propriation Bill for a debate on the general
finaneinl position of the State. The amounts
included in this Bill are as follow:—From
revenue £680,000, from General Loan Fumd
350,000, from Sale of Government Property
Fund £15,000y, and from Land Tmprovement
Loan  Fuml  £2000, making a total of
€1,050.000, The amount covered by the pre-
vious Bill, for the months of .Tuly and August,
was £1 41600, 1f this Bill isagreed to by the
House, Parliament will then have appropri-
ated to the end of Oetoler of the current
finstneinl vear a sum of £2,540,600. The sup-
ply asked for is hased wpon the eurrent
vear’s Estimates, and so far as ean be judged
it is a faet that up to date the expenditure
is under the estimate, which represents a sat-
isfactory position. The revenue collected so
£ar «uring this finaneial vear has been prac-
tically on all fours with the revenue collected
for the corresponding three months of the
last financial year. T do not think it neces-
sury to spenk at length on this Bill, because
hen. menbers very often take a measure like
this as a matter of form. Moreover, as I have
said, the Annual Estimates are well advaneed.
| may, hewever, refer again to the fact, which
I stressed somewhat when speaking previously
in this House, that the Government are mak-
ing good as regards the financial position.
The Premicr has cxpressed the opinion—an
epinion shared by most people who give the
question unbiased consideration—that we have
practieally iturned the corner, and that for
the rest all that is nceded is careful admin-
istration.

Hon, J. Cornell:
yet?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION :
We are getting around the corner and into
the straight.

Han. C. P. Baxter:
there to turn?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION :
So far as T ean see, the position ia very
mueh better than it has been for many vears
past.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Has not the expendi-
ture of loan moneya largely helped the finan-
cial position?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Of course it has, When loan money is wisely
expender, the expenditure is advantageous to

the State, by indueing greater aetivity in the
State.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
tion.

Arc we into the straight

How many corners are

But it adds to the taxa-



